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ISPS WEEKLY 
NEWSLETTER 

MISSION 
ISPS is a vibrant learning community 
dedicated to developing passionate 
learners who strive for excellence 
and pursue their unique potential.  

We encourage resilience,  
innovation and collaboration,  
preparing students to act with  

confidence and integrity as  
caring global citizens. 

 
VISION 

Inspiring thinkers and doers  
to shape a better world. 

 
MOTTO 

Difference Makers,  
Future Shapers 
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Dates for your Diary 
January 
30– 3 (FEB) CAISSA—Season 2 D.R. 
February 
5  NHS Induction Ceremony 
6  5th Grade PYP Exhibition 

 Meeting for Parents 
7  Open Forum 
8 HS STUCO Bake Sale 
9 ACTs 
15  All School Sports Day 
19-22 FCD Prevention  
 Specialists Visit 
March 
1  ISPS Carnival Jump-Up 
1 All School Early Dismissal 
 11:30am 
4-5 Carnival (No School) 
6  Ash Wednesday  

 (School Holiday) 
7-8 Professional Development 

Dear Parents, 
It has come to my attention that there may 

be some confusion over our school calendar. 
I'd like to clarify any confusion by bringing 
your attention to 3 points. 

1) the calendar that was sent to you on 
January 10th (it was attached to the 
newsletter) is the school calendar for  
2019-2020 (next school year). It looks very 
similar to this year's calendar and that might 
be where the confusion exists.  

2) This year's school calendar (2018-2019) 
was amended in June of last school year and 
some parents may be looking at the wrong 
calendar. This year’s Easter Holiday begins 
on the 8th of April and school resumes on 
the 23rd of April.  

Click the calendar links for your perusal. 
Please make a note of this as attendance in 

school affects credits in classes. This is VERY 
important in grades 9-12 because ...  

3) As stated in our handbook in the section 
of Attendance, on page 7, students in the HS 
may lose credit for excessive absences. 
Credit warnings are issued to students and 
parents as a student nears the threshold. 
Meetings are held with parents, warning 
that credit for a specific subject or subjects 
may be lost, and finally, if the limit is 
reached, an Academic Standards Committee 
will meet to decide on weather to revoke 
credit for that student. A specific number of 
credits are needed to graduate and if credits 

are lost, students will have to make up the 
credits by taking additional classes or 
through on-line courses. 

Our CAISSA athletes arrived in the DR and 
are playing their first matches today. We 
continue to wish them luck. Our MUN 
students have returned from Canada and 
they are full of stories about the trip, the 
conference, and the cold weather. 

The Milo Games (a track and 
field competition held at the National 
Stadium) have been scheduled for March 19. 
ISPS students have already begun training in 
the various events and ISPS will be proud to 
host a team for the games. For further 
information on the games, please contact 
Teleshia Joseph at tjoseph@isps.edu.tt. 
Tryouts for the Milo Games are open to ES 
and MS students. 

We look forward to February and the 
activities leading up to our annual "Jump-
Up". For those of you new to ISPS or 
Trinidad, we will be giving further details of 
this event in newsletters to come, but very 
briefly, it is an event that takes place at ISPS 
that emulates Carnival and all students 
participate. It is held on the Friday, just 
before the Carnival break. 

Sports day and our walkathon are slated 
for February 15th. 

Enjoy the weekend! 
J Barney Latham 

Director 

SA
V

E TH
E D

ATE 

https://www.isps.edu.tt/uploaded/Calendar/ISPS_Calendar_2019-2020.pdf
https://www.isps.edu.tt/uploaded/Who_We_Are/2018-2019_(Updated_June_2018).pdf
mailto:tjoseph@isps.edu.tt
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The main objectives of the walkathon are: 
 Fundraising – through the donations from students PK-12 

 Awareness – the walkathon contributes greatly to achieving our mission to enhance the awareness 
of inherited blood disorders (namely Thalassemia; Sickle Cell Anemia and Hemophilia). This is a public health issue 
due to the high prevalence of these disorders in Trinidad and Tobago – approximately 1 in 10 carry the Sickle Cell 
gene; 1 in 15 carry the Thalassemia gene; 1 in 10,000 people have Hemophilia. 

 Providing an opportunity for bringing all our stakeholders to assist in this much needed community who struggle 
daily, living with inherited blood disorders (IBDs) 

Friday February15th 2019 
 

 School day begins as usual 7:30 

 After attendance the Walk A Thon begins at 7:45 - 8:45 

 Sports day events will begin at approximately 10:00 am 

 All school Dismissal: 12:00 noon    

 This year we will charge a flat registration/participation fee of ($20TTD) for students and parents. A parent wishing 
to donate $$ can make their contribution in an envelope with their name on it to the Front desk/Ms Hazel labeled 
"Walk A Thon Donation". 

 Beginning next week, January 28, parents can register between 7:00 - 7:30 am, at the PHE office/gym area. Students 
can register throughout the day. 

 House points will be awarded, for parents and students and will count towards the overall points for the year. 

 Let me know if you have any questions. 

 

NOTE: Walk A Thon Registration takes place from January 28th from 7:00-7:30 am in the PE Office or through 

the homeroom teachers. 

Walk-a-Thon & Sports Day Schedule 
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Congratulations to our very own  
Zera Te on living her passion and 
being able to collaborate with the 
National Philharmonic Orchestra of 
Trinidad and Tobago for "Seasons 
Music Rising" this weekend at the 
Naparima Bowl.  

At ISPS we live our mission every 
day… Our students are constantly 
growing and discovering their 
passions.  

We at ISPS always encourage our 
students to believe in themselves 
and believe in what they are 
capable of doing, to strive in all 
they do and to value what they 
have been learning and achieving. 

… Passionate 

 

Living Our Mission 

An all-star prison debate team led by the 
ISPS librarian Debbie Jacob delivered a 
resounding defeat to the University of 
Trinidad and Tobago (UTT) students at 
Maximum Security Prison (MSP) on Tuesday, 
January 29.  

With Prison Commissioner Gerard Wilson 
and high-ranking prison officials in attendance, 
the prison team, calling themselves Team 
Intellect, beat UTT by a score of 990 points to 
640.    

The team consisted of the top ten debaters 
from the interstation-prison debates held 
between July and September of 2018.   
Team Intellect represented four prisons:  The 
Eastern Correctional Rehabilitation Centre 
(ECRC) Carrera, Golden Grove Remand and 
Maximum Security Prison (MSP). 

Using a modified Lincoln/Douglas debate 
format, both teams delivered passionate 
arguments on the topic  “Are genetics 
responsible for criminal behaviour or are 
criminals a product of society?”   

UTT chose the topic so prisons chose the 
side to defend. UTT got stuck with the difficult 
argument of pinning genetic factors to crime.  

ISPS librarian Debbie Jacob and the all-star prison debate team comprised of 
inmates from The Eastern Correctional Rehabilitation Centre, Carrera (ECRC), 
Golden Grove Remand and Maximum Security Prison (MSP) The prison team 
beat UTT at a debate in MSP on January 29.   

… Caring 
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Grade 7 Language Department 
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College Application Update       January 30th 2019 
Every year around this time, there is a buzz around the school community with regard to university /college acceptances.  
News begins to trickle in with regard to who got accepted to where, and sometimes who didn’t. It is indeed an anxious time 
for the seniors and their families as many of them await responses from the colleges. 

As of today, January 30th 2019, we can report 93% of the class of 2019 have applied to universities and of those at least 50% 
have heard back favorable responses to date, with lots more to come. This includes two seniors receiving offers from 
University College London, one of the top 10 ranked universities in the world, and another receiving a full scholarship from 
Northeastern University in Boston. These are amazing accomplishments and we are very proud of our senior class. 

COLLEGE UPDATE 

ISPS Staff and Family took to the Caroni Swamp (Caroni Bird Sanctuary) to immerse themselves in our very own wetland... 

Every year, on the 2nd of February, we celebrate World Wetlands Day (WWD) to commemorate the signing of the Ramsar 
Convention on Wetlands in the Iranian city of Ramsar in 1971. 

The international theme for World Wetlands Day 2019 is 'Wetlands and climate change'. 

The Convention on Wetlands, called the Ramsar Convention, is an intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for 
national action and international cooperation for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources. 

Take Action to #KeepWetlands 
Take part in the global celebration #WorldWetlandsDay                  Photos courtesy: Nirvan M Gosein 

World Wetlands Day, February 2 

https://www.ramsar.org/activity/world-wetlands-day
https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/
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Pernek KKh Voluntarily sat with a classmate who was going to be alone at his table. 

Chloe 1A 
When her classmate was very upset she asked the teacher to play his 
favorite song to make him happy and it worked! 

Sam and 
Hanayo 

KKh 
Comforted their teacher with hugs and great caring when they realized 
that an injury was causing her pain as she walked. 

Ethan, 
Alexandra, 
Camila, 
Hinata 

4G 
Impressed the duty teacher with the way they took care of a classmate 
who injured her ankle and was walking with crutches. 

Elementary 
School 

Counselor’s  
Corner 

 

Kindness Tree 

Hello Everyone, 

We still have some students with 
flu like symptoms but not as many 
as earlier this term. 

I am still awaiting the flu shots, as 
soon as I get them I will give you a 
call. If you have ordered please pay 
Irene Akien in the business office. 

The cost is $90.00 per shot. 

The weather is very hot and dry 
most days. Students with sinus 
problems and allergies tend to have 
more attacks when the weather is 
like this.  

Take care and have a good 
weekend. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                    1   2   

          
CAISSA - Season 2                                         
D.R. 

CAISSA - Season 2                                         
D.R. 

              

              

              

3   4   5   6   7   8   9   
CAISSA - Season 2                                         
D.R. 

    
5th Grade PYP  
Exhibition Meeting for 
Parents  
2:45pm-3:15pm 
Ms. Bishopp’s Room   

    
ACTs 7:30-2:00pm 

  
NHS Induction 
Ceremony                         
5:00-7:30pm                                   
Theatre 

      

    Open Forum                      
7:00-9:00pm                  
Cafeteria 

      

            

10   11   12   13   14   15   16   

          All School Sports Day             
7:30am-12:00pm          
Early Dismissal                        
12:00pm 

  

            

            

            

17   18   19   20   21   22   23   
    FCD Prevention 

Specialists Visit 
FCD Prevention Spe-
cialists Visit 

FCD Prevention Spe-
cialists Visit 

FCD Prevention Spe-
cialists Visit 

  

      

    FCD Introduction                      
MS/HS Student 
Assembly                                  
7:30-8:15am                  
Theatre 

        

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  
  

    PTO Meeting 
1:30pm 
Green Room 

FCD Parent Discussion 
Session                            
6:00-8:00pm                
Cafeteria 

  
  

ISPS PTO Panyard Jam 
8:00pm - 12:00am 
 

            

24   25   26   27   28           
              

              

              

              

          

        

        

        

        

 

ISPS 
2018 - 2019 Events Calendar 

February 2019 
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ISPS Lunch Menu 
February 4—February 15 

If you have a special diet or have any allergic reactions to certain foods, please advise our caterers at your earliest  
convenience so that they may prepare a menu that fits your needs. 


