
 
May 18th, 2010  Volume 7; Quarterly ô09-õ10, Issue #3 

Check these out!  

Gd 4 Steelpan Project Pg5  

Music Fest Champs Pg 6  

òFootlooseó Pg 8 

Visual Art Games Pg 12  

Recycling Efforts Pg 15  

Inside this issue:  

Dance 2 

Music 4 

Visual Art  9 

Upcoming 

Events 16 

  

   
 

dragon heads for dance, 

the Art Department has 

been striving to Go 

Green and Save The 

Planet!  

The studentõs have en-

joyed this quarters ac-

tivities becoming more 

responsible and creative 

with their ideas of how 

to make õjunkõ look 

good! 

Hello everyone,  

This year we celebrated 

the 40th Anniversary of 

Earth Day on April 22nd 

and we here at the Arts 

Department continue to 

strive to  promote pro-

jects that encourage the 

idea of recycling, reusing 

and reducing our waste!  

From reusing scrap pa-

per and old magazines 

to do collages, jars to 

make functional recy-

cled art , tin cans to 

make steelpans, to 

newspapers to make 

Ovation!  Ovation!  
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Explosive  
Tidbits  From the  

Co-Editorsõ Desks 

J. Bally & K. Sylvester  

 From the top left: Ms. Lambert (DANCE), Ms. Ledgerwood  (MUSIC), Ms. Bally (VISUAL ART),  

bottom left: Ms. Taft (VISUAL ART), Ms. Sylvester (MUSIC), Ms. Sicotte (VISUAL ART), Ms. Carter (MUSIC)  

We¹ve Gone Green ! 



Ovation!  

DANCE  

Ms. Sarah Lambert  

Choreography: 
High school dance students have been explor-

ing different choreographic tools from a story 

line, motif development, spatial patterns and 

groupings to music analysis. . Each class, in 

one or more groups,  choreographed their own 

dance to an instrumental piece of music choos-

ing a particular choreographic form. B1 chose a 

story line, one group of A1ôs music analysis and  

the other A1 group spatial patterns and group-

ings. Costumes were either brought to class or 

put together using various pieces of costume 

available in the class. 

Grades 6 & 8 have been incorporating levels, 

groupings floor patterns into their group choreo-
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ISPS Dance 

The ISPS Dance program is de-
signed to encourage the students 

to explore different forms of 

movement, to learn and imple-

ment choreographic skills, to 

choreograph their own 

dances and to work together 
to produce art!   
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Remember us: 
Grade 7 performed 5 folk dances 

representing some of the peoples 

who came to Trinidad.; the French, 

the Africans, the Chinese, the East 

Indians and the Syrians. The stu-

dents gave an excellent perform-

ance. Well done! 

Quote for the   

Quarter: 
While I dance I cannot 

judge, I cannot hate, I can-

not separate  myself 

from life. I can only be 

joyful and whole. That is 

why I dance.  

- Hans Bos 
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Just like the steelpan a num-

ber of music innovations 
have come out of the reuse 

and recycling of materials. 
In Liverpool there was a 
ôRecycle Into Artõ week of 

workshops where a number 
of music instrument crea-
tions were displayed and 

explored. The Urban Straw-
berry Lunch, a music/arts 
group who makes instru-

ments out of waste items, 
was one of the presenting 
groups.  

In this youtube video see 
this man play a ôpipe 
instrument thingõ: 

And beyond making 
drums with old plastic 
water drums hit with 
sticks there were also 

church bells made with 
old car wheel rims:  

 
Now, check out these 
recycling songs!  

The Music Program  

Fun in A òRoundó 
 

Weõve been learning about 
the different music 

instruments. 
Can you spell their names?  

Try out this Word 
Scramble  and see how 

many you get right! 

Vocabulary 
Builder  
 
Making a Steelpan : 

 
Backing ð This is the 4th 

step in this process. It 
involves separating the 

sound/pitch of the differ-
ent note-areas of the 
steelpan by confining their 

relative vibrations to the 
sectors marked.  

 
Grooving ð In this, the 

5th step, the notes are 
given their arched, convex 

shape by lowering the 
surface between note 

areas. 
 

Levelling ð During this 
6th step the playing sur-

face of the pan is formed 
to its final shape through 4 

stages: flattening the 
grooves, final shaping of 

notes, adjusting the notes 
to be level with eachother 

and overall smoothing. 

 Music Time Traveler  
 

Our Western music heritage is very rich. It is the 
basis of the standardized music of today. There 

are many landmark moments in music history and 
they are all categorized by eras. 

Letõs take a trip in our TIME MACHINE, pull a 
few levers and disappear into the pasté. 

 
The Romantic Era é. HOLD ON TIGHT é 

and remember to turn up your volume! 
 

  

Ms. Kendra Sylvester  

Ms. Lydia Ledgerwood  
Music at ISPS is a holistic experience. Students do not only perform pieces through voice and 

on various instruments, they are also able to read, write and compose music using standard 
music notation. The exposure to world music, in their lessons, aids in making them interna-

tionally-minded citizens with an appreciation for all cultures. 

To learn more about the music curriculum check us out on Edline. 

DATE : Wednesday 19th May 2010 

TIME :  6:00 p.m. 
VENUE : ISPS Performing Arts Theatre 
 

You must reserve a seat! Contact us in the Music Department. 

ISPS Music Festival 2010  

http://

www.dsokids.com/

games/worddragon/

scraminst.html  

http://www.edline.net/  

http://www.classicsforkids.com/shows/genre_romantic.asp  

Todayõs Music 

http://www.opala.org/

solid_waste/media/
Recycling_Songs.htm  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=JLOuHGD8urk&feature=playe
r_embedded  

http://

www.recyclethis.co.uk/2008092
3/recycling-things-to-make-music  

http://www.recyclethis.co.uk/

wp-content/uploads/2008/09/
car-wheel-bells.jpg  

Above: the 

ôpipe instru-

ment thingõ 

 

Side: Old 

car rim 

church bells 

http://www.dsokids.com/games/worddragon/scraminst.html
http://www.dsokids.com/games/worddragon/scraminst.html
http://www.dsokids.com/games/worddragon/scraminst.html
http://www.dsokids.com/games/worddragon/scraminst.html
http://www.edline.net/
http://www.classicsforkids.com/shows/genre_romantic.asp
http://www.opala.org/solid_waste/media/Recycling_Songs.htm
http://www.opala.org/solid_waste/media/Recycling_Songs.htm
http://www.opala.org/solid_waste/media/Recycling_Songs.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLOuHGD8urk&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLOuHGD8urk&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLOuHGD8urk&feature=player_embedded
http://www.recyclethis.co.uk/20080923/recycling-things-to-make-music
http://www.recyclethis.co.uk/20080923/recycling-things-to-make-music
http://www.recyclethis.co.uk/20080923/recycling-things-to-make-music
http://www.recyclethis.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/car-wheel-bells.jpg
http://www.recyclethis.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/car-wheel-bells.jpg
http://www.recyclethis.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/car-wheel-bells.jpg
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Elementary School Music  

Pre-K 
Here students con-

tinue to explore the 
world of music 

through singing, movement, 
playing instruments and 

other tactile activities. As 
they ôexpress themselvesõ through these 

methods they are exposed to different Types 
of Music. These òLittle Mozartsó learn to ôuse 

their earsõ as the learn to differentiate be-
tween the different types of music by recog-
nizing the instruments, rhythms and the 

tempo being used. 

Kindergarten  
Kindergarteners are fur-

ther exposed to 
more complicated 

and less famil-
iar Music 

Types. They 
are also able to 

discuss the 
most appropri-

ate times to use these 
World Musics. 

Grade 1  
Through the use of pictorial and 
narrative journaling, Grade 1 

students took the exploration of 
music types a step further by 
investigating the lives of differ-

ent Music Composers and their 
famous works. Weõve looked at 
those from the Baroque, Classical 

and Romantic Eras and are discover-
ing that times back then are not as 
they are now. 

Grade 2  
These students learnt 
about lapbooking. Having 

explored classical compos-
ers in Grade 1, they got to 
choose their own composer, ex-

plore their life and their work 
(compositions), and create lap-
books from the information they 

gathered. 
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Grade 3  
Grade 3õs focus, 
as they improve 

their techniques 
on the recorder, the 
violin and their voices (singing), is prepa-

ration for the schoolõs annual Music 
Festival. Yes, ISPS holds a Music Festi-
val every year during the month of May 

where currently upper elementary 
students are encouraged to take part. 
Look out, we hope, for whole-school 
participation next year! 

Grade 4 - Exploring a Modern -Day Invention  
Ask any Grade 4 student the steps to making a 

steelpan! 

The Elementary School music program is focused on music exploration, literacy, audiation and 

reading readiness. 
Audiation - This term refers to the ability to òthinkó music. (verb; to audiate)  

Step 1 - Choose 

your steel drum 
 
 

Step 2 - Sinking 
 
(involves marking, 

lowering, shaping 
and smoothing). 

Step 3 - Marking  

 
First the outer  

notes... é then the 

inner notes 

Step 4-6 -  Back-

ing, Grooving, Lev-
ellingé had to be 
left out. 

 
Step 7 - Cutting 
(students marked 

their tins for cut-
ting, which was 
done by an able 

adult) 

Oops! 

Donõt hit 
too hard!  

Steps 8-13 Tem-

pering, Tuning, 

Boring holes, Fine 

tuning, Finishing, 

Blending... 

could not be done 

due to safety, time and, 

of course, the size of 

the cans. 

Parents were so 

proud!  

Bob 
Marley  Miley Cyrus  

Amy  
Mac Donald  

Mozart  

Bach 

Beethoven  

Michael  Jackson 
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Ovation!  

STANDING OVATION!  

Trinidad and Tobago Bi -annual Music Festival  
 

ISPSõ representation in this yearõs Bi-annual National Mu-

sic Festival was quite successful. Our students Ashleigh 

Mahabir (Grade 4) and Sameerah Qudourah and Char-

lotte Samaroo (Grade 8 and 9 respectively) were an-

nounced national winners in the Girlõs Vocal Solo (8-

10yrs) and Girlõs Vocal Duet (13-15 years) classes. 

 

We warmly congratulate and thank them and others for 

their time and talent. Go ISPS!  

Grade 5  
Students worked together as they explored the 

unit of   ôWhere We are in Time and Place: - Mi-

grationõ. Students were able to make the connec-

tion to the unit through the experience of dif-

ferent types of instruments coming together to 

make one sound in an en-

semble.  

In their unit of Arts appre-
ciation the students were 

able to compose and per-

form their own calypsos. 

They were GREAT!  

Charlotte Sama-

roo and Sameerah 
Qudourah ; win-

ners of the ôMay 
Johnstoneõ Cham-

pionship Trophy.  

Ashleigh Ma-

habir; winner 
of the 

ôHolitzia 
Seecharanõ 

Championship 
Trophy.  

ISPS Elementary 

School Folk Choir  

Esther Wason; 

Girlsõ Vocal Solo 
competitor.  
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Middle School Music  
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Grade 6  
The music program for this grade gives the 

students an experience of òworld musicó 

while incorporating the necessary theoretical 

concepts and performance techniques 

needed for their enhanced performance of 

the steelpans.  This quarter students contin-

ued to focus their attention on the concepts 

of melody (notes on the treble staff) and 

form which were enhanced through the 

performance of two pieces of music òColors 

of the Windó and òUnder the Seaó.  

Grade 7  
The Grade 7 music program is geared towards giving 

the students further exposure to òWorld Musicó, as 

it relates to the peoples of Trinidad and Tobago.  

This quarter the students focused their attention on 

their performance pieces for the òSense of Timeó 

unit presentation òRemember Usó. Students focused 

on the concepts of rhythm and melody as they were 

drilled in the performance of the rhythms of the 

Amerindian, British, African, Spanish and East Indian 

peoples as well as the modern day Soca of Trinidad 

and Tobago.  

Grade 8  
The grade eight program of work is focused on 

developing the performance skills of the stu-

dents in preparation for the high school music 

program. This semester the students continued 

work on the concepts of rhythm, pitch, melody 

and form as they work independently on their 

steelpan instruments to perform the pieces 

ôOur Nationõs Dawningó and ôThree Little 

Birdsõ. Working as a group they were able to 

play these pieces with great expression and 

cohesiveness.  

MS Karaoke Exploratory  
The MS Karaoke Exploratory program of work is focused 

on developing the performance skills of the students in the 
art of singing. This quarter the students explored their 

love for singing through the solo and duet performances 
of some of their favorite songs. They were also able to 

learn the techniques needed for excellent vocal produc-
tion when using a microphone  
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Ovation!  

High School Music  

HS Band  
 

This quarter students explored the music concepts of 

pitch, form, dynamics and rhythm as they prepared three 

performance pieces. They worked as an ensemble as well 

as in mini ensembles within the class to perform their 

pieces on their chosen instruments i.e. pans, guitars, key-

board and drum kit.  

One of the most explosive movie musicals in recent memory bursts onto the 

live stage with exhilarating results!!! 

 

When Ren and his mother move from Chicago to a small farming town, Ren 

is prepared for the inevitable adjustment period at his new high school. 

What he isn't prepared for are the rigorous local edicts, including a ban on 

dancing instituted by the local preacher, determined to exercise the control 

over the town's youth that he cannot command in his own home. When the 

reverend's rebellious daughter sets her sights on Ren, her roughneck boyfriend tries to sabotage Ren's reputa-

tion, with many of the locals eager to believe the worst about the new kid. The heartfelt story that emerges is of 

a father longing for the son he lost and of a young man aching for the father who walked out on him. 

 

To the rockin' rhythm of its Oscar and Tony-nominated top 40 

score (the soundtrack album reached number one on the Billboard 

charts and has sold over 15 million copies!) and augmented with 

dynamic new songs for the stage musical, FOOTLOOSE celebrates 

the wisdom of listening to young people, guiding them with a warm 

heart and an open mind.  
Synopsis sourced from : www.rnh.com  

Coming to the  

ISPS Performing Arts Theatre  

from 10th to 11th June 2010  

ISPS Production 2010: the first joint musical for Middle & High School 

òFootlooseó the Musical! -ABRIDGED  


