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the school year comes to a 

close.  

From 3 Art Exhibitions to 

2 Productions to 2 Music/

Dance Recitals... whewé 

Hope you can keep up!  

Come out and support 

our students in forums 

where you can 

truly give a stand-

ing ôovationõ! 

And weõre back! 

We do hope that you all en-

joyed your Easter vacation. 

We, here in the Arts Depart-

ment, certainly did! 

Now that itõs time for work 

again, please read on and you 

will see what your children 

have been up to. 

Last quarter was activity-filled, 

and thereõs more to come as 

From the left: Ms. Sicotte, Ms. Taft, Ms. Bally (VISUAL ART), Ms. Lambert (DANCE),  

Ms. Sylvester, Ms. Carter, Ms. Ledgerwood  (MUSIC), Mr. Levy (THEATRE) 

Arrrghhhh!  

Ovation!  Ovation!  
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Explosive Tidbits  

From the  

Co-Editorsõ Desks 

J. Bally 

 

  K. Sylvester  



Ms. Sarah Lambert  

Ovation!  
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DANCE  

Choreography: 
High school dance students are preparing five 
dances for the end of year recital on 10th June. 
Each class has choreographed their own dance, 
choreographed one dance together and learned 
two additional dances.  

These are some of the photos that are inspiring 
their work. 

ISPS Dance 

The ISPS Dance program is de-
signed to encourage the students 

to explore different forms of 

movement, to learn and imple-

ment choreographic skills, to 

choreograph  their own 

dances and to work together 
to produce art!   
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Quote for 

the Quarter: 
ñWe dance for laughter,  
we dance for tears,  
we dance for madness,  
we dance for fears,  
we dance for hopes,  
we dance for screams,  
we are the dancers,  
we create the dreams.ò 
 

Anonymous 

Choreography: 
Grade 6, 7 & 8 students are 
choreographing their own 
dances for the Middle School 
end of semester recital while 
exploring actions, levels,  
directions and shape. 

 

CCC   

aaa    

SSS   

TTT    



Since our last issue, ISPS has 

celebrated and participated in 

Carnival. 

 

This is one of the most signifi-

cant festivals in Trinidad and 

Tobago.   

 

Dubbed the òGreatest Show 

on Earthó, from its beginnings 
in the early 1780s, Carnival has 

evolved, over the past two 

centuries, from an elegant, 

exclusive affair to a truly all-

inclusive national festival.  As 

with any festival, music is a big 

part of this celebration. 

 

Through events and activities 

like the ôTraditional Carnival 

and Limbo Exhibitionõ; calypso, 

headpiece, masquerade and T-

shirt competitions; and the 

schoolõs annual jump-up, ISPS 
students were exposed to the 

different elements of Trinidad 

and Tobago Carnival. 

 

To learn more: 

Listen:  

Music at ISPS is a holistic experience. Students do not only perform pieces through voice and on various 

instruments, they are also able to read, write and compose music using standard music notation. The 

exposure to world music, in their lessons, aids in making them internationally-minded citizens with an 

appreciation for all cultures. 

To learn more about the music curriculum check us out on Edline. 

The Music Program  
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http://www.classicsforkids.com/shows/genre_romantic.asp  

Fun in A òRoundó 
 

Weõve been learning about 

Composers and  

their music. 

What do you remember?  

Play Beethovenõs  

Baseball and see if you 

can hit a home run! 

Vocabulary 
Builder  
 
Calypso ð This is an Afro-

Caribbean style of music 

which originated in Trini-

dad and Tobago in the 

early 20th century. Origi-

nally called ôkaisoõ, meaning 

òcome onó, it is a ballad 

that is characterized by 

lyrics (sometimes impro-

vised) on topical or 

broadly humorous sub-

jects, often creating satire 

of current events.  

 

Soca ð Originally called 

ôsoul calypsoõ, this music 

style or genre, as the name 

suggests, is derived from 

calypso. It combines the 

melodic lilting sound of this 

genre with an insistent 

percussion. Soca, along 

with calypso, is often heard 

at Carnival time. 

 Music Time Traveler  
 

Our Western music heritage is very rich. It is the basis of the standard-

ized music of today. There are many landmark moments in music history 

and they are all categorized by eras. 

Letõs take a trip in our TIME MACHINE, pull a few levers and disappear 

into the pasté. 

 

The Romantic Era é. HOLD ON TIGHT é and remember to turn up 

your volume!  

Ms. Lydia Ledgerwood  

Ms. Kendra Sylvester  

Ovation!  

http://www.edline.net/  

ISPS Music  

http://www.nalis.gov.tt/carnival/

carnival.htm  

http://

www.dsokids.com/

games/baseball/

index.html   

ES Music 

The Elementary School music 

program is focused on music 

exploration, literacy, audiation* 

and reading readiness.  

After exploring the world of 

Music Instruments, Kinder-

garten  is ôgetting their feet 

wetõ in the realm of Music 

Styles. While Grade 1 and 2 
take it a step further by investi-

gating the lives of different 

Music Composers, Grades 3 

to 5  are in the throes of 

preparations for the schoolõs 

second annual Music Festival 

(May 25th); where they can 

apply the performance tech-

niques and practices taught.  

MS Music 

The Middle School music pro-

gram is geared towards giving 

the students exposure to 

òWorld Musicó, while incorpo-

rating the necessary theoretical 

concepts and performance tech-

niques needed for their chosen 

instruments (steelpan, recorder, 

guitar, violin, drum, and key-
board). 

Students continued work on the 

concepts of rhythm, pitch, mel-

ody, form and style. Working as 

a class and in small groups, stu-

dents were able to use these 

concepts to execute perform-

ances.  

 

HS Band  

This quarter students continued 

to work on the music concepts 

of pitch, form and rhythm as 

they prepared three perform-

ance pieces; two ensemble 

pieces and one solo study piece. 

They played these pieces on the 

various steelpan sections. The 

pieces demanded an even higher 
level of sight reading skills as 

well as the application of the 

expressive elements in music i.e. 

tempo and dynamics. With per-

sistence and dedication students 

were also able to achieve the 

theory level of a Grade one 

òRoyal School of Musicó student.  

Todayõs Music 

http://www.socamusic.com/  

*This term refers to the ability to ôthinkõ music. (verb; to audiate) 

http://www.classicsforkids.com/shows/genre_romantic.asp
http://www.edline.net/
http://www.nalis.gov.tt/carnival/carnival.htm
http://www.nalis.gov.tt/carnival/carnival.htm
http://www.dsokids.com/games/baseball/index.html
http://www.dsokids.com/games/baseball/index.html
http://www.dsokids.com/games/baseball/index.html
http://www.dsokids.com/games/baseball/index.html
http://www.socamusic.com/
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Last quarter proved to be quite eventful for MS 

Music students. 

 

Firstly, we were hosts to the Colony School, Alaska 

who came for a short visit to Trinidad and Tobago 

to gain a first-hand experience of Carnival. 

 

The MS Pan Exploratory students hosted our visi-

tors on Saturday 7th February with a day of activities 

which included a cultural presentation of traditional 

carnival characters and limbo dancing: performances 

on the steel pan and traditional games of the coun-

tries. 

 

After the show, the Colony students shared power-

point presentations on different aspects of human 

and physical geography of Alaska.  Finally in the af-

ternoon, students from ISPS, Colony School and the 

Police Youth Club enjoyed a game of cricket. 

The students from Colony 

School returned to ISPS 

on Monday afternoon in 

time for the Grade 7 and 

8 music classes.  

Mr. Ray Holman, a 

steelpan pioneer, also 

visited to chat with the 

students. 

Ray Holman  



Alaskan Visit  
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The MS students who performed deserve special mention ð Max Davies, Jeffrey Haskell, 

Niels Velema, James Scott, Ha Hyuen You, Benjamin Laquis and Kevin Achim (the official 

ISPS Limbo champion). 

òMama... dis is masõ !ó 

Ovation!  

Limbo  

Jabmolassie 

Kevin Achim  
ISPS Limbo Champion  

Moko Jumbie  

Baby  

Doll  

Sailor  

Pierrot  

Grenade  

Fancy 

Sailor  

Dame Lorraine  

ISPS and Colony School students ôeat a foodõ.

 

Visitors are treated to a popular local cuisine: pelau. 

MS Pan  

Exploratory  

Colony School 

Steel Ensemble  

Police Youth Club 

Steel Ensemble  

Tr adit ional  Car nival and Limbo !  
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Our second visit was from a 

school from San Francisco. 

 

These students were part of 

a group doing a Carnival 

Arts program and came on 

the invitation of the Middle 

School Principal Mrs. So-

lozano. 

 

They were able to share 

their musical talent with the 

High School students and the 

rest of the ISPS community at 

the schoolõs annual Carnival 

Jump-Up. 

 

The students of the HS Band 

also performed on that day. 

They opened the celebrations 
with the National Anthem 

of T&T and later they also 

played one of this yearõs 

popular soca songs 

òHeavy T Bumpaó by Faye 

Ann Lyons.  
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òMusic literacy is the right of every 

human beingó 

~ 

Philosophy of the Kodály Method 

The ISPS Dame Lorraineõs 

also performed to the MS Bandõs 
rendition ofé you guessed ité 

òDame Lorraineó! 



Mr. Alan Levy  
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It's nearly a mission impossible for 

a schoolteacher. When young 

Leon Tolchinsky (played by ISPS 

sophomore Ross Tanner) walks 

into the 1890s Russian village of 

Kulyenchikov to answer a help-

wanted advertisement, he is taken 
aback. Because of an ancient 

curse, everyone in the village is an 

idiot. Tolchinsky then learns that 

he will have to break the curse, or 

become an idiot, too. 

  

In Neil Simon's comedy "Fools," 

being presented by the ISPS Thea-

tre Co., Dr. Zubritsky (Salome 

Boccara) and his wife Lenya 

(Robin Jones-Kerr) have sent for 

Tolchinsky so he can educate their 

daughter, Sophia (Tara Armour). 

At first Tolchinsky balks, but then 

realizes saving Sophia can save the 

whole village including himself. 

 

Shows will run Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday evenings, May 21-23 

at 7:30 p.m. in the new Performing 

Arts Center on the ISPS campus. 

Admission is free to all ISPS staff, 

students and families. Featuring 

nine high school students, "Fools" 

is a comedy suited for the whole 

family. One of Neil Simon's most 

respected plays, it's also one of his 

least known. "Fools" had a brief 

run starting in 1981 in New York 

City's Eugene O'Neill Theatre. 

In the comic fable, Tolchinsky 

learns he must get a Zubritsky to 

marry a Yousekevitch. The prob-

lem is, there is no love, according 

to Yenchna, the butcher (Amanda 

Wilkins), because a fool cannot 

know the meaning of love. If Tol-

chinsky doesn't succeed in his mis-

sion within 24 hours, he, too, will 

become a fool, trapped in Ku-

lyenchikov forever. 

 

Other cast members include 

Emma Low as Snetsky, the shep-

herd; Latricia Davidson as the 

magistrate; David Pickering as 

Mishkin, the mail carrier, and 

Eddie Mahabir as Count Gregor 

Yousekevitch. If you think the 

character names sound wild, just 

imagine experiencing a fire, an 

adoption, a divorce, a wedding and 

a death in the family all in one 

night! 

 

òFoolsó will be presented May 21 - 

23 at 7:30 p.m. in the brand new 

ISPS Theatre, on the campus of 

the International School of Port of 

Spain, 1 International Drive in 

Westmoorings.  Admission is free! 

ISPS Theatre Co. presents Fools  

Theatre Games at home: 

Bippity Bippity Bop  

 

All players in a circle, one player in the middle. The 

player in the middle closes his/her eyes, holds right hand 

pointing in front of him/her, and spins around. When 

done spinning, open your eyes and say, as fast as you 

can `Bippety Bippety Bop`.  

The player you`re pointing to, and his/her 2 neighbors, 

need to build an elephant in less than the time the 

middle player needs to say `Bippety Bippety Bop`. An 

elephant consists of a trunk, made by the middle player, 

by holding your nose with one hand, and extending your 

other arm through the arm that holds the hand that 

holds the nose. The neighboring players each form a big 

ear, using both arms. Don`t forget to attach the ears to 

the elephant`s head.  

Any player that cannot get his/her part done by the time 

the middle player does `Bippety Bippety Bop` becomes 

`it` and takes place in the middle of the circle.  

May 21-23, 2009 

ISPS Performing 

Arts Centre 

 

FREE  

ADMISSION  

Ovation!  
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Visual Art  in Lower Elementary  

 

Pre K  

Kindergarten  

Pre K have begun to explore and use primary 

Colours in their artwork,. 

 Currently they are doing various colour 

experiments and observing the results. With 

a knowledge of the primary and secondary 

colours students will create various mixed 

media pieces of artwork. 

Students use their 

primary colours, blue 

and yellow to create 

Under the Sea Pictures 

òEvery great work of art has two faces, one 

toward its own time and one toward the future, 

toward eternityó 

Every Grade must cover certain standards and benchmarks in Art. The standards that 

are being covered in the unit  through the activities are italicized for your knowledge. 

Last term, Kindergarten  produced a series of portraits using mixed media tech-

niques, paying close attention to the form of their fea-

tures on their face and how their features change to 

reflect different feelings.  

 

In connection with the PYP Unit 

ôForces cause move-

mentõ ,they are now exploring 

the effect of using different hand 

movements and forces combined 

with the elements of  

texture and pattern to control the out-

come of their artwork.  

Ellie Foster  

Students use straw 

blowing techniques  

Grade 2 completed their  unit 

on Biographies focusing on a 

study of the life and techniques 

used  by Vincent Van Gogh and 

Henri Matisse.  

The students are now using their 

knowledge of impressionism, 

paper cut outs, abstract art and 

pop art to invent their own prod-

uct , or  art style. The competi-

tion is on for ôWho will be Grade 

2õs next famous artist? ô 

Victoria Gaspar  
Students working on 

their Matisse Paper Cut 

Outs 

Emma Harris  

Samuel Joseph 

Grade 2  

In connection with their PYP Unit on Family 

Histories, the students produced different self-

portraits and family portraits using mosaic 

techniques.   

Our current unit 

explores òHow we express ourselvesó 

as we use art as a language to  commu-

nicate ideas, feelings and thoughts and 

to observe and comment on the differ-

ent responses or interpretations one 

piece of artwork can inspire. Students will 

focus on their use of lines, shapes and col-

our  to communicate their ideas. 

Victor Anderson  

Ricardo Rojas  

This student was inspired by 

�&�H�]�D�Q�Q�H�·�V���D�U�W�Z�R�U�N�����V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���K�L�V��

�L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���D�U�W�L�V�W�·�V��
famous pieces.  

Grade 1  

This Grade 1 student listens 

to Jazz music and uses lines 

and colour to create a picture 

that represents his  mood. 

This picture was inspired by 

�(�G�Z�D�U�G���0�X�Q�F�K�·�V���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J��
entitled  

�´�7�K�H���6�F�U�H�D�P�µ 

Arif Muhammed  

Ms. Josanne Bally  
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