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ments) werenõt for naught. 

So hereõs our second is-

sue... with a few minor 

ôtweeksõ, some games, 

interesting ôdid-you-knowõ 

info, and of course up-

dates on whatõs 

been done since 

our last issue.  

Enjoy!  

Just a little noteé.. 

Thanks for all your wonderful 

feedback on our first issue! 

This newsletter is all about 

keeping the ISPS community 

informed, and it was good to 

hear weõd achieved our goal! 

Nice to know that all the 

teeth gnashing (while produc-

ing it) and the nail biting 

(when waiting for your com-

From the left: Ms. Ledgerwood (MUSIC), Ms. Bally (VISUAL ART), Ms. Lambert (DANCE), 
Ms. Sylvester (MUSIC), Ms. Sicotte, Ms. Taft, (VISUAL ART) 

Insert, from the left: Ms. Carter (MUSIC), Mr. Levy (THEATRE) 

HAPPY CARNIVAL!  

Ovation!  Ovation!  
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Explosive Tidbits  

From the  

Co-Editorsõ Desks 

J. Bally 

 

  K. Sylvester  



Ms. Sarah Lambert  

Choreography: 
Grade 6 and Grade 8 students  
choreographed their own 
dances for the Middle School 
end of semester recital, using 
dance actions, elements of 
choreography, levels, and di-
rection. 

Good work!  

Well done!  

Ovation!  
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DANCE  

ISPS Dance 

The ISPS Dance program is de-
signed to encourage the stu-

dents to explore different 

forms of movement, to learn 

and implement choreographic 
skills, to  

choreograph their own 

dances and to work  
together to produce works of 

art!   
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The problem is not m
aking up th

e steps but d
eciding which ones to

 ke
ep.

 

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

 M
ikhail B

aryshnikov 

Grade 7 will perform local and foreign 

folk dances for their ôSense of Timeó  

project., April 2009  



In the Elementary School pro-

duction òSasha and the Pearló, 

we utilised a few music pieces 

from classic Disney animations. 

The Walt Disney Company is 

one of the largest media and 

entertainment corporations in 

the world. It was founded on 

October 16, 1923, by brothers 

Walt and Roy Disney. 

In 1937, The Walt Disney 

Studios released ñSnow White 

and the Seven Dwarfsò, the 

first fully-animated feature in 

motion picture history, pio-

neering a new medium in fam-

ily entertainment.  

Listen to the music of Disney: 

Music at ISPS is a holistic experience. Students do not only perform pieces through voice and on various 

instruments, they are also able to read, write and compose music using standard music notation. The 

exposure to world music, in their lessons, aids in making them internationally-minded citizens with an 

appreciation for all cultures. 

To learn more about the music curriculum check us out on Edline. 

The Music Program  
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http://www.classicsforkids.com/shows/genre_classical.asp  Fun in A òRoundó 
 

Weõve been learning about 

the different music 

instruments. 

Can you spell their names?  

Try out this Word 

Scramble  and see how 

many you get right! 

Vocabulary 
Builder  
 
Contemporary Music ð 

This term refers to the 

music of living composers 

who continue to compose 

in the 21st century.  

 

Pitch ð This is a term used 

when referring to the 

highness or lowness of a 

sound. 

 

Tempo ð Also called Beat 

or Pulse, this term refers to 

how fast or slow a piece 

of music is. 

 Music Time Traveler  
 

Our Western music heritage is very rich. It is the basis of the standard-

ized music of today. There are many landmark moments in music history 

and they are all categorized by eras. 

Letõs take a trip in our TIME MACHINE, pull a few levers and disappear 

into the pasté. 

 

The Classical Eraé. HOLD ON TIGHT é and remember to turn up 

your volume!  

Ms. Lydia Ledgerwood  

Ms. Kendra Sylvester  

Ovation!  

http://www.edline.net/  

Elementary School Music  

http://www.tripletsandus.com/

disney/music.htm  

Walt Disney Animation 

Studios, Burbank  

http://

www.dsokids.com/

games/worddragon/

scraminst.html  

After coming out of our immersion 
in the music for òSasha and the 

Pearló, elementary school students 
are currently looking at music 
instruments and, coloured by the 

onset of Carnival, the form of 

different music genres: 

Pre-K & Kindergarten  

Using the alphabet, students 

are exploring the world of 

Music Instruments through 

auditory, visual and tactile ex-

periences. 

Grade 1  

These students are discovering 

how sound is made. They are 

also experiencing the Instru-

ments of the Symphonic Or-

chestra through moving and 

listening activities using French 

composer Camille Saint-Saensõ 

òCarnival of the Animalsó. 

Grade 2  

This group continues to explore 

the Elements of Music and will 

be discovering how they function 

within different music genres. 

Grade 3  

Along with continued and neces-

sary studies in both the violin 
and the descant recorder, these 

students are learning about mu-

sic ensembles as communities: 

where an instrument or section 

has a purpose that is necessary 

for the whole to function effec-

tively. 

Grade 4  

In exploring how language and 

the media may be used pro-

voke and persuade a variety of 

audiences, grade 4 musicians 

composed jingles. As they 

worked in their groups to 

compose both lyrics and mel-

ody and finally perform, they 

came to appreciate this form of 

communication.  

Grade 5  
These students explored the 

transformation of energy 

through the playing of various 

instruments. They came to 

appreciate that sound energy 

pre-existed in different forms 

and that it was important to 

conserve their energy to make 

an excellent performance.   

Todayõs Music 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walt_Disney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roy_O._Disney
http://www.classicsforkids.com/shows/genre_classical.asp
http://www.edline.net/
http://www.tripletsandus.com/disney/music.htm
http://www.tripletsandus.com/disney/music.htm
http://www.dsokids.com/games/worddragon/scraminst.html
http://www.dsokids.com/games/worddragon/scraminst.html
http://www.dsokids.com/games/worddragon/scraminst.html
http://www.dsokids.com/games/worddragon/scraminst.html


Sasha 

Water 

Witch & 

daughter 

Grade 3P Sharks 

Grade 3J Lobsters 
Grade 1 Plants 

Kindergarten 

Bubbles 

with Grade 5 Fish 

Grade 2 Fish 

Ushers from 

Grade 5 

Pre-Kindergarten 

Fairies & Elves 

Crab &  

Eels 

King & Queen 

Lobster 

Grade 4 Sharks &  

Princess Veeva 

ES Band 
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Sasha and the Pearl  

Graphic work by Kendra Sylvester 

Please fill out the following order form if interested in purchasing a DVD (Cost $50 TT).  
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The Music Department spearheaded the ISPS Elementary Schoolõs production of òSasha and the Pearló. It proved to be a delightful 

treat for all who attended. This whole-school production showcased the singing, acting and music talents of the students of Pre-

Kindergarten through to 5th Grade. 

 

The principal actors (portrayed by Grade 4 students), as well as the supporting actors (Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 3) executed 

their roles convincingly.  They were ably supported by the ES Band, which comprised of the students of Grade 5, on the pans, 

cello, violin and drum kit.  

The front-of-house (ushers, box office) and backstage (stage hands, backstage crew) responsibilities were also carried out by the 

upper elementary school students; under the close supervision of the teachers. 

The costuming and set, which was an effort of students, teachers and parents, enhanced the production with the use of lively col-

ours and life-like representations of the underwater world. 

 

The commitment to this creative process and the enthusiasm of the students, teachers and parents made this production a re-

sounding success. We look forward to future presentations with bated breath.  

òSasha and the Pearló DVD Request form .  (Please return with payment to a music teacher)  

Studentõs Name: Grade:  

We are requesting     DVDs. 



Middle School Music  

òMusic literacy is 

the right of every 

human beingó 

~ 

Philosophy of the 

Kodály Method 
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Ovation!  

High School Music  

Grade 6  

The music program for this grade was 

intended to give the students an ex-

perience of òworld musicó while incor-

porating the necessary theoretical 

concepts and performance techniques 

needed for their chosen instruments 

( pan, recorder, guitar and violin).  This 

quarter students focused their atten-

tion on the concepts of melody (notes 

on the treble staff) and form which 

were enhanced through the perform-

ance of two pieces of music òLittle 

Donkeyó and òBrown Girl in the Ringó.  

HS Band  

This quarter students continued to work on the 

music concepts of pitch, form and rhythm as they 

prepared three performance pieces; two ensem-

ble pieces and one solo study piece. They played 

these pieces on the various steelpan sections. The 

pieces demanded an even higher level of sight 

reading skills as well as the application of the 

expressive elements in music i.e. tempo and dy-

namics. With persistence and dedication students 

were also able to achieve the theory level of a 

Grade one òRoyal School of Musicó student.  

Grade 8  

The grade eight 

program of work is 

focused on devel-

oping the performance skills of the students in preparation 

for the high school music program. This semester the 

students continued work on the concepts of rhythm, 

pitch, melody and form as they work on the steel pans. 

Working as a class and in small groups, students were able 

to use these concepts to execute the performance of two 

pieces of music.  

Grade 7  

The Grade 7 music 

program is geared to-

wards giving the stu-

dents further exposure 

to òWorld Musicó, as it 

relates to the peoples 

of Trinidad and Tobago.  

The òSense of Timeó 

unit of the ôWatershedó 

program lends itself to 

the exploration of the 

folk genre; and so all 

instruction was focused 

on this style of music. 

The chosen instruments 

were the drum, 

steelpan, guitar and 

keyboard. Students 

focused on the con-

cepts of rhythm and 

melody. They were also 

drilled in the perform-

ance techniques needed 

for the mastery of the 
instrument as the ex-

plored the rhythms of 

the Spanish and òfolkó 

peoples.  

MS  Steelpan Exploratory  

The students of this class made 

a semesterõs commitment to 

the workshop; the main func-

tion of which is the preparation 

for the visit of the Colony 

School of Alaska. They learnt 

their pieces with much enthusi-

asm. I look forward to a great 

performance.  


