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Dates for your Diary: 

 Nov 27 PTO Garage Sale: 

 Gym (9am - 1pm) 

 Yearbook Committeeôs 

Carwash Fund Raiser 

 

Dec.   1 HS Recital @ 6pm 
ISPS Theatre 

           3 ES Parent Confer-

ences: Early Dismissal 
@ 11:30 a.m. 

           4 SATôs: 7:30am.-2pm 

Dear Parents, 

 

Remember- high school drama students 

will perform Scene and Heard, ten short 

drama scenes, at 6:00 PM this evening. I 

encourage you to come out and support our 

budding thespians. Admission is free and it 

should be an enjoyable performance.  

 

In other fine arts news, the high school 

dance students will perform Moods and 

Moves on December 1st. In addit ion, ele-

mentary students will perform The Nut-

cracker in two performances on December 

9th and 10th. Finally, the entire ISPS com-

munity will have the opportunity to come 

together for Carols by Candlelight on 

December 15th. Join us for all of these ar-

t ist ic events. 

 

The PTO officers met Wednesday morning 

and, among other agenda items, discussed 

the recent test of the Emergency Phone 

Tree. In general, the test went well but we 

did have more problems than usual with 

Key 1 and 2 coordinators following 

through with the phone calls. As hoped for, 

people confirmed or provided us with cor-

rected contact information as a result of the 

test. The PTO decided that a face to face 

meeting with the coordinators before the 

next test of the system would be helpful. In 

addit ion, the idea of utilizing small group 

instant messaging was suggested. 

 

The PTO Garage Sale will  take place 

tomorrow from  9am-1pm.  In addit ion, 

the Student Yearbook Committee will hold 

a car wash on the same day. Come in a 

dirty car and leave with some bargains in 

a clean ride! 
 

The National Honor Society students are 

hosting a December Fair on Saturday, De-

cember 4th. This will be a fun day for chil-

dren and all proceeds go to charity. Please 

see the announcement later in this newslet-

ter and support our NHS. ISPS students 

care about and actively help those in need. 

 

First term report cards for elementary 

school students are being sent home today. 

Parent-teacher conferences will take place 

next Friday, December 3rd. Elementary 

students will be dismissed at 11:30 that day 

to facilitate the conferences. 

 

I will be attending the AdvanceEd confer-

ence and Association of American Schools 

in South America (AASSA) recruitment 

fair in Atlanta November 29-December 6. 

AdvanceEd is the umbrella organization of 

the Southern Association of Colleges and 

Schools which accredits our school. The 

conference provides a variety of work-

shops and presentations regarding accredi-

tation standards and best practices in inter-

national schools. Following this confer-

ence, I will begin the recruit ing season for 

the 2010-11 school year by attending the 

AASSA hiring fair. The principals will act 

in my place during my absence. 

 

We have had a request from our neighbors 

that parents park on only one side of the 

road outside of the school. I agree with 

them that it  is a problem when parents park 

on both sides of the road as it restricts traf-

fic flow. I ask for your cooperation to en-

sure you park on only one side of the road 

so we can keep traffic flowing.  

 

Have a good weekend. 
 

 

        Eric Larson 

Vision 

A collaborative community creating a vibrant envi-

ronment that enriches character, while inspiring a 

passion for learning and personal excellence. 

Mission 

ISPS develops independent learners who strive for 

academic excellence, pursue their unique potential 

and meet challenges with confidence and integrity as 

they prepare for global citizenship. 
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Hello Everyone, 

I hope all those who celebrate Thanksgiving had a 

good day. 

The FDA (Food and Drug Administra-

t ion) is warning against the use of caf-

feinated alcoholic beverages that is the 

addit ion of caffeine to malt alcohol 

beverages. The caffeine masks the 

effects of the alcohol making it possi-

ble for serious errors in judgment. 

Enjoy the weekend. 

 

 

       Vanda Gomes R.N. R.M. 

       School Nurse 

YEARBOOK  PRESENTS 

CARWASH 

27th November 2010 

     10amð3 pm 

At The School  

TICKETS only $50 

 Tickets will  be available on the 

day of the car wash 

 

 

NOVEMBER 27, 2010  

9:00 am to 1:00 pm  

ISPS Gym 

ISPS Scuba club on the move again! 

 

The scuba club took off last weekend with 24 divers!!!!  We had 

two students who completed their Marine Ecology specialty cert i-

fication (Emily W. and Kelli C.) and 4 new Open Water divers: 

Tara, Sam, Cassie and Alejandro.  The other 18 divers went for 

fun and had the t ime of their lives- in our 12 dives (one night 

dive) we saw turt les, morays (even a huge free swimming green 

moray), nurse sharks, sting rays, sea horses and too many tropi-

cals to count.  The angel fish were incredible as were the filefish, 

trumpet fish, damsels, cow fish, etc. etc. etc. etc.   

From Tara, ñThis recent scuba trip was very fun.  It was my first 

time diving and I fell in love with it.  I am so glad I got my Open 

Water certification because now I can dive all the time.  This time 

alone I saw a very rare free swimming green moray eel and a 

small sea turtle just like in Finding Nemo.  Everything I saw was 

prettier than the last.  I would definitely recommend diving to 

anyone who is interested because underwater is a whole new 

world.ò 
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Science Corner 

 

Middle school had an interesting trip to Manzanilla this 

month. Read on to find out more! 

 

Middle School 

 

2010 GRADE 6 OUTDOOR EDUCATION TRIP TO 

MANZANILLA/MAYARO AREA  

 

As part of ISPS Middle School Science, grade 6 students 

recently spent 3 days/2 nights visit ing four contrasting 

sites on the eastern coast of Trinidad in order to study 

such topics as biodiversity, soil types, erosion, and the 

effects of human development on natural environments. 

Sites visited included an ñundisturbedò river site (Ortoire 

River), a ñdisturbedò river site (Mafeking Bridge), a pris-

tine beach (Northern Manzanilla) and a developed beach 

(Manzanilla Beach.)  
 

The trip enabled students to get a taste of how science is 

studied ñin the fieldò in order to collect data, make obser-

vations, and otherwise gain knowledge away from the 

school or lab. At each site students used compasses to 

determine their location, sketched a site view, collected  

leaf and soil samples, and took pictures to assist in later 

studies. In addit ion to the four study sites, students also 

viewed the Radix sandstone cliffs, a limestone quarry at 

Brigand Hill, and Manzanilla Formation rock, which is 

only found here in Trinidad. On the third day they visited 

the Cumuto Forestry Nursery and Arena Forest to learn 

about some history and the maintenance of Trinidadôs 

many species of trees. 

 

The group was grateful for the almost-perfect weather and 

returned to ISPS tired but with a feeling of accomplish-

ment. They are now using their samples and observations 

to conduct follow-up labs on soil types/dominant soils, 

plant identification, biodiversity, erosion agents, and the 

effects of human activit ies on environments. 

 

 

Middle School Student for a Day 
 

On October 27, the Middle School welcomed two parents 

who took the opportunity to be students for the day.  Syl-

vie di Cola followed a 7th grade schedule and Lou-Anna 

Patterson followed a 6th grade schedule.  Here is Sylvieôs 

account of the day. 

 

I want to thank you all for welcoming me in the 7th grade 

classroom, and I extend my thanks to the students. 

 

That was a real good experience for me to see from inside 

how you can learn with a methodology which is a little bit 

far away from the one I was taught with.  More expres-

sion inside the class, more collaboration, etc.......... 

 

I especially appreciate the way of preparing for a Math 

test the day before, in order to give chance to everybody 

to succeed on the test, by explaining errors. 

 

 
 

History with Miss Chaperlin was a heavy subject and I 

believe raised a lot of questions, philosophical ones I sup-

pose! 

 

I must say that I would love to come again to Miss Mo-

hammed's class to perfect my English. 

 

Ending with exploratory and Ms. DeBoucher 

was  great fun and relaxing for the brain even though 

it was a quiz! 

 

Thanks again and I think this is an excellent way of 

understanding better homework and what you are ex-

pecting from the students . 

 

Sylvie di Cola 
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Dear parents, 
Every year, the Missionaries of 
Charity host a Christmas party to 
bring joy to the less fortunate 
children in the Laventille area. 
This year they would like to en-
tertain 500 children in Laventille 
at the R.C school, and 250 
children in Oropuche.         

Ms. Beatriz Ramoutarsingh has 
asked that Christmas presents for 
the children be donated with a 
tag, either male or female and 
the age group. It will be greatly 
appreciated if you can donate it 
by the 7th of December to ISPS.  
 

There will be a collection box at 
the front desk by Ms. Hazel. 
 
Sincerely 

Community Service Club 

  

                                       

By Debbie Jacob 
 

 

We have great Christmas books in the library along with all the 

excit ing new books released for the Christmas holiday.  We have a 

wide variety of Christmas cookbooks from Nigella Lawson and 

Ina Garten.  We have  cookbooks featuring exquisite Christmas 

cakes and yummy Christmas cookies.  

 

Here are some of the books we have in the ISPS library: 

1. Skipping Christmas by John Grisham ð Yes, Grisham, fa-

mous for his action-packed novels wrote a Christmas story that 

examines the true meaning of Christmas. 

 

2.  Mr. Ivesô Christmas by Oscar Hijuelos ð This is my favourite 

Christmas novel.  Mr. Ivesô Christmas season spirit is shattered 

when his son Robert is killed while studying for the priest-

hood.  Mr. Ives questions the very foundations of his life in this 

provocative Christmas story that examines how to find spiritual 

peace. 

 

3.  Stories Behind the Best-Loved Songs of Christmas by Ace 

Collins  

 

4.  Moonlight Mile by Dennis Lehane ð the latest release by the 

author of Mystic River 

 

5. Decision Points ð by George W. Bush ð If youôve seen the 

interviews with the former US President discussing Hurricane 

Katrina and the devastation in New Orleans or 9/11 youôll want 

to read this book.  It is very well written.  We also have Laura 

Bushôs memoirs, which are quite good. 

 

6. The Memory Chalet by Tony Judt ð This collection of essays 

come together to form the memoirs of a talented writer who real-

ised whole stories were coming to his mind in his sleep as 

he  dealt with the devastating news that he was suffering from 

Lou Gehrigôs disease.  

 

7. Full Dark No Stars ð A collection of short stories by Stephen 

King  

 

We have so many great books, so come and check us out in the 

library! 

SCHOOL UNIFORM NOTICE  

Please note that uniforms are no longer being sold at 

The Knowledge Zone stores.  We are looking at 

other options for the sale of uniforms. In the in-

terim, we ask that you make any uniform purchase 

requests directly to Ms. Denise Scott, Admissions, 

who will be able to provide the needed items.  We 

will let you know when we have determined how 

best to handle uniform sales and the new system is 

in place. 


