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Dear Parents, 

 

The PTO Annual General Meeting was 

held last evening. I am pleased to an-

nounce that Maria Bisnath, Janna 

Brzezinski, Valerie Cook, and Molly 

Peacock will join the PTO board in the 

2011-12 school year. In addition, Mi-

chael Mitchell and Debra de Mon-

trichard were elected as nominees to the 

schoolôs Board of Directors. Anne 

Thomson was elected as an alternate 

Parent Board Member nominee. The 

PTO nominees for the school Board 

will now be sent to the Board of Direc-

tors for approval. Thank you to all of 

these individuals for their willingness to 

serve ISPS. Also, a special thanks to the 

outgoing members of the PTO! It has 

been a pleasure working with you and, 

on behalf of the ISPS community, I 

thank you for your dedicated service to 

our school. 
 

We had two wonderful events at school 

this week. The ISPS Music Festival was 

held Wednesday evening and show-

cased the talents of many of our musi-

cians in the elementary school. On 

Thursday evening, we had an ISPS Art 

Exhibition, featuring the artworks of 

every student in the school, including 

our high school AP Art students. Both 

events ably displayed our students artis-

tic talents. The art exhibit is open until 

Saturday and I encourage you to visit- 

there is some fabulous art on display. 

Congratulations to students and teach-

ers on their success! 
 

Our girlsô basketball and boysô soccer 

teams had a great time at the recent 

CAISSA tournament in Quito. Our 

boysô team pulled off an amazing win 

in the semifinals to unseat the home 

team, leading them to a second place 

finish. Our girls battled hard against 

tough competitors and came in third 

place. Congratulations to our athletes 

and a special thanks to the coaches and 

chaperones for making this tournament 

a lifelong memory for our students. 
 

Incredibly, we now have just three 

weeks of school left in the 2010-11 aca-

demic year! It has been a great year of 

learning and fun and, as expected, we 

will finish with a flourish! June will be 

busy with transition ceremonies and a 

variety of events including the PTO Ga-

rage Sale on June 4th, a Sportsô Award 

Ceremony on June 8 and the high 

school production of Godspell on June 

9 and10. You do not want to miss these 

final events of the year and I urge you 

to mark your calendars now. 
 

Please be reminded that here will be 

NO SCHOOL on Monday, May 30th in 

honor of Indian Arrival Day .  
 

Have a good long weekend. 
 

 

 

 

 

        Eric Larson  

Vision 

A collaborative community creating a vibrant 

environment that enriches character, while in-

spiring a passion for learning and personal 

excellence. 

Mission 

ISPS develops independent learners who strive 

for academic excellence, pursue their unique 

potential and meet challenges with confidence 

and integrity as they prepare for global citizen-

ship. 

Dates for your Diary:  

May  

    27-31 Caiman Scuba Club 

Trip to Dominica  

         30 Indian Arrival Day 

(National Holiday ~ No 

School) 
 

June 1-10 MAP Testing 

          2 Grade 6 Mousetrap Car 

Races 

       2-3 HS Matura Trip 

          3  Grade 6 Earthquake   
Relief Fair: 

 3:00-5:30pm 

           4 PTO Garage Sale: 

 8am-1pm 

           4     Prom: Cirque du Soleil, 

$150.00: 6:30-10pm, 

Pier 1 

            7 Grade 8 World Food 

Project 

            8 Sports Award Cere-

mony: Gym, 6-8:30pm 

       9-11 Spring Musical       

Godspell 

           10 Senior Walk: 

10:55am 

           15 Grade 5 Transition 

Ceremony: 8am 

Fatal Razack 
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GRADE 6 PROBLEM-SOLVERS 

International School of Port of Spainôs sixth graders, as part of their curriculum, are studying problem solving, 

based on 3 questions. The three questions are how do people use their knowledge and critical thinking skills 

to solve problems, how can we use our lives to improve the lives of others , and how can we begin to meet 

our obligations of citizenship?  

After a full year of work investigating this topic, the students are applying their discoveries to real life. The 

students observed problems throughout their neighborhood, Trinidad, other Caribbean Islands, and other for-

eign countries. Each person selected a problem they thought was of significance. They presented the ideas in 

the form of a photo slide show and proposed their contribution to the problem to the class. The class voted 

their favorite choice based on the criteria of time limit, capability, and cost.  

The chosen problem was natural disasters. The studentsô idea of a contribution was to host a fair on the 

school grounds. The students spent four and a half weeks planning the event that will happen on Friday 3rd 

June 2011 from 3 -5:30 . It is a fair with fun games such as apple bobbing, hoopla, beat the goalie, face 

painting, cookie decorating and much more. The students put much devotion into this event and worked very 

diligently. 

The proceeds from this event will go to Haiti. We havenôt forgotten about Haiti up to this 

day. We know that Haiti is very vulnerable to earthquakes and hurricanes, seeing as hurri-

cane season is coming. The earthquake might be over but the suffering in Haiti isnôt. They 

are in need of our assistance.  

 

 

 

As we wind down the year, it feels just the exact opposite in the Science Department of ISPS. Field trips have been taken 

in Middle and High School, Science Fest activities in the Elementary School and preparation for mouse trap car races in 

grade 6é 
 

For more read on! 

High School 

                     Biology by Maeve OôDonovan 

We took the first of our two trips to Matura where the students worked very hard in learning the life of a conservationist. 

They spent long hours on the beach, tagging turtles, taking measurements and collecting data. The organization was Na-

ture Seekers with whom we have developed a very close relationship over many years. In addition to the tagging, we 

went kayaking and hiking and I arrived back at school with a very exhausted but exhilarated group of students. 
 

The second trip takes place on June 2nd and 3rd. 

 

 

Science Corner 
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Middle School 

Grade 6 Mousetrap Cars Project 

Sixth grade students began the ISPS annual rite-of-passage last week when they began work on their mousetrap cars.  

After doing initial research and a review of the physics involved, sounds of pounding, sawing, drilling, and snapping 

could be heard as construction began. After 6 days of workshop activity, most students are finishing their cars in prepa-

ration for final testing. Once tested, the cars will be creatively decorated for their appearance at the Mousetrap Car 

Races, held in the gym the morning of Thursday, June 2. 

 

Workshop Concentration (Cheyne Coehlo, Alexander Loveland, and Shival 

Maharaj) 

 

 

J.C. Patterson and Christie 

Sabga assist each other  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elementary School 

I would like to congratulate all of the Elementary teachers who prepared their students to present their activities for Sci-

ence Fest. I had the opportunity to see some (unfortunately not all) really great presentations and was impressed with 

how well informed the students were. Their high level of enthusiasm was also great to see. I think all of their hard work 

certainly paid off. 

 

We look forward to the Science Fest resuming school wide next year. 

Please enjoy your long weekend and keep safe. 

Until next timeé 

                         Maeve O Donovan 



Page  4 ISPS Weekly Newsletter 

Volume 17, Issue 36: Friday 27th May, 2011 

 

CAISSACAISSA  

The boys fought like true caimans, but fell to the CMS 

Sharks in a close 1-0 encounter. This is the second year that 

the ISPS boys has placed second to the sharks. Last year 

they lost 3-0 in a lop sided affair. This year however, they 

held their own at 3000 meters and were narrowly 

beaten.  The girls overcame a slow start to beat CMS girls 

for third place. AC easily overcame ECA to take the girls 

Basketball crown. With a first place and a third place finish 

the AC cougars won the CAISSA Cup for the first time. 

They amassed 25 points over the three seasons, with ISPS 

second with 24 points. 

 

ISPS will host the next CAISSA (Volleyball) in November.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys results     Girls results 

1st CMS      1st  AC 

2nd  ISPS      2nd ECA 

3rd AC      3rd ISPS 

4th   ECA      4th  CMS 

 

 
 

Boys All tourney & MVP 

CMS ï Jose Prida 

CMS - Gianni Cavagliana 

CMS ï Herman Santos 

CMS ï William Reid 

ISPS ï Dylan Galt 

ISPS ï Andrew Stauble 

ISPS ï Eduardo Martinez 

AC ï Sebastian Borja 

AC ï Harrison Deller 

ECA ï Samuel May 

MVP: Sebastian Borja 
 

 

 

 

Girls All tourney & MVP 

CMS ï Anaelia Ovalle 

ISPS ï Ella Bayne 

ECA ï Maya Oillet 

AC ï Dani Lobato 

AC ï Mariana Politti 

MVP: Mariana Politti 
 

Team Awards 

Boys: CMS    Girls: CMS 

 

CAISSA Cup:  

Winner AC 

Tie 2nd ISPS/CMS 

 

 

Primary Schools Tennis Tournament 2011Primary Schools Tennis Tournament 2011  

The Tennis Patrons Associationôs hosted its annual Primary 
School Tournament on Sunday May 22nd at the Trinidad 

Country Club, Maraval. 

 

ISPS entered three teams: 

Team A: Sebastian Perez, and Nicholas Dini 

Team B: Mathew Johnson, Andres Perez, Annaliesa Chan, 

Jolie Johnson, Alejando Velarde and Malak Hemley 

Team C: Alexander Loveland, Sidharth Babu, Alberto 

Tovar, Christopher Privitera and Joseô Tovar. 

 

All the students played good tennis with rallies lasting over 
ten hits.  Despite winning 3 out of the 6 games by small 

margins, (14/15, 10/15 and 11/15), the A team missed the 

quarter finals by one point and placed 3rd in their group be-

hind East School and St Monicaôs. 

C A I M A N  AT H L E T I C S  N E W S  
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The B team placed fourth behind Maria Gorretti, St An-
drews School and Dunn Ross.  Again the players had good 

games with long rallies.  They won 3 out of their 9 games 

with margins like 12/15, 9/15 and 14/15. The Caiman sprit 

was in full force as they fought for every point in every 
game to the end.  Malak Hemley was rewarded for her ef-

forts and received a special medal for the most promising 

girl in her category. 

 

The C team had the largest grouping and best run.  They 

won 11 out of 12 games in the round robin stage which 

placed them first in their group.   In the quarter finals they 
won all three games against St Andrews School.  Next were 

the Semi Finals and a match against Maple Leaf.  The boys 

won those games with 10/8, 10/6 and 10/3 and moved into 

the finals.   The Final Game was against St Andrewsô first 
team.  The team of Alberto and Christopher went down 

7/10 in the first game.  Sidharth and Alexander rallied back 

to win their game 10/4 which meant everything was up to 
the final game.  Jose and Christopher stepped up to win 

their game 10/5 to secure the win.  For their effort they 

each received a medal and a trophy to defend.  The trophy 

is currently displayed at the front desk. 

 

I would like to thank all the boys and girls that came out to 

represent ISPS for this tournament.  I would also like to 

thank the parents that came out and assisted me in supervis 

 

ing the children.  The games were played on three separate 
courts and sometimes at the same time.  Thanks again and 

congratulations to our winning ñCò team. 

 

Ricardo Lue Shue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 

We are back to normal in my office. It seems like a 

stomach bug is back. Most of the students who have it 

are complaining of stomach cramps not necessarily as-

sociated with diarrhea or vomiting. It may last one or 

two days. 

 

 

 

 
 

There are also students with normal flu like symptoms 

stuffy/runny nose, headache, sore throat, fever and 

cough some with generalized body aches. 

Just three more weeks to go I hope everyone gets better 

soon. 

Vanda Gomes R.N. R.M. 

School Nurse 

GREEN COURT OPENING  

The long awaited Green Court was opened on 

Thursday May 26th 

 

 

Children and 

adults had fun 

http://www.google.tt/imgres?imgurl=http://www.positive-healthy-living.com/images/bacteria.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.positive-healthy-living.com/good-bacteria.html&usg=__H59nKgoerm6NIBQHwfqrtfhUOFM=&h=325&w=439&sz=38&hl=en&start=10&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=9-nV
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Summer Reading!  
  
As we head into the holidays, please consider the importance of summer reading.  Studies since the 1950s prove that stu-
dents who read in the summer holidays come back to school up to three months ahead of their peers who did not read. 

Summer is the time to catch up on fun reading and explore new authors and new genres.   

  

The College Boardôs Recommendation 
  

The College Board, which runs the SAT and AP exams, says that all students should be reading at least ½ hour a day in 

order to have the reading speed, comprehension and analytical skills necessary for acing those important exams.  The 
College Board says an average book is 75,000 words and an average reader spending  ½ hour a day reading will be able 

to read 28 books in one year.  The College Board recommends reading 25 books a year in order to do well on those ex-

ams, and do well in university.  I have  given SAT lessons for the past 16 years, and I must say I wholeheartedly agree 
with the College Boardôs recommendation.  It is reflected in those English scores. 

  

The ISPS Library and the Summer Holiday 
  
The ISPS library will be open twice a week, on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10:00  am to 2:00 pm, in the summer 

holiday.  Summer library hours begin on July 1.  There are many students who use the library during the holiday, and I 

encourage everyone to use this opportunity to check out books.   
  

Recommended Reading 
  
There are many  online sites you can check out for recommended reading lists ï even amazon.com has 

one.  Shelfari and Goodreads are also good sites.  Google ñsummer readingò and you will find some 

great suggestions.    

  

New Books in the ISPS Library 
  

Iôd like to recommend some of the following new books! 
  

1. Beyonders: A World Without Heroes by Brandon Mull ï This is a new series by the New York Times best 

 selling author of The Fablehaven series.  

 
2. I Beat the Odds by Micahel Oher with Don Yaeger ï from Homelessness to The Blind Side and Beyond  

 
3. The Heart of a Samurai by Margi Preus  

 
4.  The Wish Stealers by Tracy Trivas  

 
5. Masters of Disaster by Gary Paulsen 

 

http://www.google.tt/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-UOUyISFLDxw/TbHXSt1rrPI/AAAAAAAAADE/OtrEbg2Qkkc/s1600/beyonders.jpg&imgrefurl=http://coreenamcburnie.blogspot.com/2011/04/book-review-beyonders-world-without.html&usg=__h1kKJmb34oz-pZ4voGoiLEZe
http://www.google.tt/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-NkaO2tfp0yI/Tb44Rcb_pqI/AAAAAAAACCc/H8Xn2WKAOU4/s1600/I%25252520beat%25252520the%25252520odds.jpg&imgrefurl=http://dave-homeschooldad.blogspot.com/2011/05/i-beat-odds-review.html&usg=__N5jWlJ4N
http://www.google.tt/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-HlIsZcKY4hI/TWmbPG6JicI/AAAAAAAAAyg/QYLg9xH5ckg/s1600/Heart%252Bof%252Ba%252BSamurai.jpg&imgrefurl=https://sites.google.com/a/heschel.com/heschel-school-technology-site/library/book-of-the-mont
http://www.google.tt/imgres?imgurl=http://usedbooksblog.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2008/08/shelfari.gif&imgrefurl=http://usedbooksblog.com/blog/amazon-buys-shelfari/&usg=__IqgJK5faxhp6WMIDnVtB9ke5Dug=&h=166&w=300&sz=7&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=V
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June 17, 2011 

Hilton Hotel, $450  

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 

Tables Cost TT$200  
 
 

 For more info contact:  787-2065, Analia Orellana, dr.ana.orellana@gmail.com 

         681-1375, Maria Bisnath, samnadda@yahoo.ca 

         632-4591, Ms. Hazel, Front Desk 

 

Earthquake Relief Fundraising Fair 

Small Field: International School of Port of Spain 

Time: 3:00-5:30 

Parents and students are invited to come and play games, 

enjoy delicious treats and have fund all while supporting a 

great cause. 

Face painting, bobbing for  

apples, beat the 

goalie, bake sale 

and so much 

more! 

Bring your spare 

change too, as 

every cent can help!  Collec-

tion jars at every game! 

 

 

Friday 3rd June 2011 

Grade 6 Problem Solversô Performance Assessment - 

How can we give of ourselves to help others? 

Sports Award        
Ceremony  

 

June 08, 2011  
 

ISPS Gym, 6:00pm  
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The yearbook 

has arrived and 

is selling fast!  

176 pages (60% bigger than last yearõs 

book) of school events, class pictures, 

elementary pages and wonderful ISPS 

memories!  

Thanks to our sponsors, yearbook 

is available for only 150TT  

See Ms Cowley or Ms Parra in rm 

234 or see Hazel at the front desk  

 

LIMITED QUANTITIES          

AVAILABLE!  

 Summer Camp 2011 

Check out the website: 
www.isps.edu.tt  

Click on School Life  

then click on  

Summer Camp ! 

Forms at the front office  

Contact Ms. Julien at 632 -4591 
ext.123 or sjulien@isps.edu.tt  


