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Dear Parents, 

 

The end is here! The 2010-11 school 

year has come to a close, and a very good 

year it has been. We hope that you and 

your children have had a great experi-

ence at ISPS this year. Celebrate your 

children’s achievements and encourage 

them to read this summer! 

 

For those of you leaving ISPS, thank you 

for being a part of our school commu-

nity. It is always sad to bid farewell but it 

has been a pleasure to share this time to-

gether. We hope you will keep in touch 

and let us know how you settle into your 

new home and school. 

 

It will be a busy summer at ISPS. We 

will be renovating the cafeteria, rejuve-

nating the small field outside the gymna-

sium, building a new grade five class-

room block (with a third classroom on 

the second floor) and refreshing some of 

the restrooms. We think you will like the 

changes when you return to school in 

August. 

 

 

The new PTO Board members met on 

Wednesday morning for a handover 

meeting with the outgoing PTO Board. 

The PTO is already thinking of ways to 

make the 2011-12 school year a terrific 

experience for both students and parents. 

 

Congratulations to our high school 

graduates! We wish you well as you em-

bark on the next journey of your life. We 

look forward to you visiting ISPS over 

the years and are confident that you leave 

ISPS prepared for the challenges ahead. 

We are proud of you. 

 

Have a great summer! 

 

 

 

        Eric Larson 

Vision 

A collaborative community creating a vibrant 

environment that enriches character, while in-

spiring a passion for learning and personal 

excellence. 

Mission 

ISPS develops independent learners who strive 

for academic excellence, pursue their unique 

potential and meet challenges with confidence 

and integrity as they prepare for global citizen-

ship. 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

June 19   Labour Day (Holiday) 

          20 National Holiday 

          23 Corpus Christi 

(National Holiday) 

          27 Summer Camp begins 

 

New School Year 2011-2012 

August 
 1 Emancipation Day 
  (National Holiday) 
 15 Staff returns to work 
 19 New Student Orienta-

tion 

 22 SCHOOL OPENS 
 30 Eid-ul-Fitr (National 

Holiday: to be con-
firmed) 

 31 Independence Day 

 

 

Maria Bisnath :  PTO President 

Val Cook    Analia Orellana  Mollie Peacock  Janna Brzezinski 



Page  2 ISPS Weekly Newsletter 

Volume 17, Issue 39: Friday 17th June, 2011 

Congratulations to our Seniors! 

College Acceptances 
As we end our school year, it would be remiss of us not to celebrate the achievements of our seniors in terms of their 

college acceptances.  This year the seniors have done us proud by being accepted to some of the most reputable schools 

in the USA and beyond.   

Below is a list of schools to which our seniors have been accepted and please join as we congratulate them on their suc-

cesses and achievements.  Well done Class of 2011!! 

                           Louis Moore 

                           HS Counselor 

School Country 

Austin College USA 

Boston College USA 

Bowdoin College USA 

Cuesta College USA 

Curry College USA 

Elon University USA 

Florida Institute of Technology USA 

Florida International University USA 

McGill University Canada 

New Jersey Institute of Technology USA 

Nova Southeastern University USA 

Pivot Point International Academy - 

Irving Park 
USA 

Plattsburgh State University USA 

Queen's University Canada 

Rollins College USA 

San Francisco State University USA 

Seton Hall University USA 

Stanford University USA 

Swarthmore College USA 

Syracuse University USA 

Texas A&M University USA 

School Country 

University of Delaware USA 

University of Edinburgh UK 

University of Nottingham UK 

University of Rochester USA 

University of Sunderland UK 

University of Toronto Canada 

University of Washington USA 

University of Waterloo Canada 

University of Western Ontario Canada 
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Dear Parents, 

 

On behalf of the outgoing PTO Board, I thank you for having given us the opportunity to be of service to the school dur-
ing the past two years. To those of you who are departing, we wish you and your families the very best in your new life’s 

journey.  We ask those families returning to the ISPS community that you continue to support the new PTO Board and 

that you become involved and committed to helping our PTO, thereby enriching your individual experiences during your 
stay with us. 

 

A reminder that if you would like to be a part of the International Food Festival and are travelling abroad to your home 
countries.  Now would be a good time to collect any items which you think will enhance your country’s booth experi-

ence and bring them back with you to ISPS. 

 

To my fellow Board members, it was my pleasure serving alongside each of you.  Our social and working relationships 
gave us the ability to draw upon our strengths and to pool our resources. This resulted in School events that were tremen-

dously enjoyed by all who attended. A special “thank you” to Patricia Ghany, for her work on the International Food 

Festival Committee for the past two years, and to Rachael Mears for her work on the Uniform Committee. To those par-
ents who have assisted us, we thank you whole heartedly. 

 

Our new Board is being chaired by the incoming President Mrs.  Maria Bisnath and her able bodied team. I appeal to 
you, to throw your support into the events that the PTO has scheduled for the 2011/2012 year. 

 

Have a wonderful and safe summer! And again “thank you “!!!!!!! 

 
Debra de Montrichard 

ISPS PTO President 2009/2011 

 

 

 

The PTO has negotiated a 20% discount for the parents 

and students of ISPS at Stationery Plus at Westmall  

from June 18, 2011. 

Parents must have a copy of the child's Grade Stationery 

list to receive the discount. 

  

DISCOUNT  DISCOUNT  DISCOUNT 

DISCOUNT  DISCOUNT  DISCOUNT 
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Welcome to our last newsletter for this academic year! Science Corner 

 

High School 

AP Biology 

AP students were busy in their last post exam weeks of 

school. It was now time to do all those activities that time 

did not permit in preparing for the exams.  We took a trip 

to the morgue to witness an autopsy, did many Biology 

related movie reviews and a career workshop. 

 High School Biology 

On June 2nd , students of the Biology class, embarked on 

the second of two trips to Matura, a small village, located 

on the North East coast of Trinidad. The first of these two 

trips occurred in January when students were involved in a 

beach clean up. This was not just a regular beach clean up, 

but one that facilitates the successful nesting of the Leath-

erback turtle during nesting season. Matura supports the 

second largest nesting assemblage of Leatherback sea tur-

tles in the  Republic and is one of the five most valuable 

nesting beaches on earth, for critically endangered Leath-

erbacks.  

On the second trip, the students became conservationists 

for a night and learned about the dedication of a conserva-

tion group called Nature Seekers. Nature seekers is a non-

profit community based organization, established in 1990 

for the protection and conservation of the endangered 

leatherback turtle in Matura. They act as an approved tour 

guide agency to facilitate the viewing and the bonding of 

the marine turtles and visitors to prevent harassment and 

disturbance to the endangered marine reptiles. Over the 

last 10 years the Nature Seekers have helped reduce the 

slaughtering of egg bearing leatherback turtles from 30% 

or more a year to 0%. Their conservation program has re-

ceived 7 national awards. Their most recent achievement 

is the nomination of one of their founders for CNN’s hero 

award. 

The students patrolled the beaches, tagging and measuring 

turtles, collecting data and although an exhausting en-

deavor, it was also exhilarating as the students learned 

about the commitment of Nature Seekers.  

 

Data collecting 

Inserting 

Pit Tags 

Flipper tags  

Middle School: Grade 7 

Putting Theory into Practice: Watershed Interna-

tional School Port of Spain 

During the year in Watershed, the students followed 

three watersheds looking at water quality, environment, 

physical and human influences on these eco-zones.  

From the beginning of the year, they learnt the impor-

tance of biotic and abiotic factors in a watershed, how 

to undertake the water testing (quantitative and qualita-

tive) in order to follow the health of the river.  The stu-

dents followed the evolution of these river systems and 

the processes of erosion and deposition.  Finally we 

studied the key environmental problems facing Trini-

dad especially as it affects our watersheds. 
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 Science Corner 

As part of the process students were given a task to take 

polluted water (both with sediments and e. coli) and de-

velop a system of purification that could be used by a fam-

ily in remote areas of Trinidad with no electricity. 

The students also learnt how to present a feasibility plan 

taking into account cost and time and effort to use the sys-

tem, as well as use of “green” and easily available materi-

als.  What a display we had!  Some students recycled ma-

terials and used natural materials, to ones that also pro-

moted mental health with the sound of running water to 

very complex systems to a portable camping one that was 

good for one person and could be strapped to a backpack 

(also splashing and keeping the hiker cool). 

As you note we had creative justifications for the designs presented!  Thus the students put into action the principles 

learned throughout the year. 

It is always sad to say goodbye to our teachers when they leave and this year is no exception. Two of our Science teach-

ers leave us, Mrs. Mohanan and Mr. Tummala from High School. Mrs. Mohanan heads to Calgary, Canada and Mr. 

Tummala is taking up a position at the American Cooperative School of Tunis (ACST) in Tunisia where he will be 

teaching IB Chemistry and Physics. 

In addition, the Science Department is sad to say goodbye to our 6th grade science teacher, Ms. de Boucher. Fortunately 

she is not going too far and will be taking up a new position as ICT coordinator here at ISPS. 

On behalf of the Science department, I would like to thank all of these teachers for their enormous contributions to Sci-

ence at ISPS. We wish them well in their new endeavors. 

I would like to thank you our parents for your continued support in all levels of the school. Please have a peaceful, safe 

and enjoyable Summer vacation. 

Until next year. 

                              Maeve O Donovan 

                              Science Dept Head 

 



Last ISPS Caiman Dive Trip and Certification! 

The weekend of June 4th the ISPS Caimans took our last field trip!  It was a 

small group- only 5 divers but what a time we had!  Congratulations to Alexa 

and Rawan for finishing up their certification dives and for Keith who fin-

ished his  over the Indian Arrival Day weekend.  Sajeev and Pravin were our 

fun divers and got wet for the first time since last fall.  As you can see we 

got individual attention from Tobago Dive Experience… we had Tiger,     

Winnie, Frenchie, Fadel, and Sledge 

(and missing are Sean and Marvin with 

Mr. Stilton the boat captain from the 

picture) along with me and nursie!!!!  Wow did the student divers ever get one

-on-one attention.  We also visited Argyl Falls and had a bit of a hike and 

fresh water swim as well as snorkeling over at Blue Waters Bay.  Thanks again 

to the wonderful TDE team especially Sean and Vidya for making our diving 

adventures possible.  Till next year! 

Work as Fun- Last Watershed Fieldtrip to Macqueripe! 

For our last field trip we combined watershed team building with some science and math!  Students played 

capture the flag, strategizing with one another.  We built replicas of leatherbacks in the sand and were judged 

on how accurate they were (girl vs. boy teams) and then the students had to estimate the volume of the sand 

used to make the leatherback!  Of course, after all that sweaty work, we had to test our buoyancy in the salt 

water.  What a year we have had. 

 
Hmm, now what Ok, Ms. Chaperlin 
is density again? explains the rules of  
What floats and  the game. 
what sinks? 

    

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Let’s get the 

fins the right 

shape, and 

don’t forget 

about the 

ridges! 

And now to 
estimate 
volume…. 
math 

wizzes! 

Page  6 ISPS Weekly Newsletter 

Volume 17, Issue 39: Friday 17th June, 2011 



Page  7 ISPS Weekly Newsletter 

Volume 17, Issue 39: Friday 17th June, 2011 

After School 

Activities Program 

 

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION 

All participants must register for each activity.  Students, who do 

not complete the registration process, including payment, where 

applicable, will not be permitted to participate in the activity. 

Students of all ages who are waiting for their activity to begin or 

for transportation after their activity has ended are expected to re-

main in their assigned area (in the library, or in the North Car 

Park). This is to ensure that students are in an environment that is 

monitored. Please set the expectation with your child to remain in 

their area and encourage your child to make productive use of the 

waiting time.    

Parents are expected to make arrangements to pick up their child 

no later than 15 minutes after the end of the activity, unless the 

child must wait for a sibling to finish a different activity.  

Students are expected to conduct themselves properly during after 

school activities and when moving through the building after regu-

lar school hours, including following the directions of teachers and 

instructors and adhering to normal school rules. 

Parents of Students who are not taking part in the ASA program 

must make arrangements to pick up their child no later than 15 

minutes after school is dismissed.  

 

IMPORTANT GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. Registration Period is Tuesday 14th  June - Friday 2nd September  

2011. Classes with limited space are on a first come, first served 

basis. 

2. “NC” indicates an activity that is free of charge. 

3. Return registration forms and payment to the Front Desk. 

4. Please make payments using checks or Linx only. Make checks 

payable to “ISPS”.  

5. Additional registration forms are available at the front desk of the 

school.  

6. Complete one form per child. 

7. Refunds will not be made after the second week of activities.  

8. Each activity must have a minimum number of participants. The 

number varies among classes.  Any student who registers for a 

class that does not reach the minimum may select another class or 

receive a refund. 

9. Every effort will be made to contact parents as early as possible if 

an activity must be cancelled on a particular day. Please ensure 

that contact numbers given are accurate. 

10. Parents are asked to pick up students after classes.  

11.Parents should not attend classes as there is the tendency to dis-

tract the students (especially in Gymnastics and Karate classes) 

 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTIONS 

ISPS String Ensemble: Intermedi-
ate Level. 
Students must be able to play the 
scales of G, D and A major and 
read music. 
Must be able to commit for at 
least ONE YEAR  
Soccer- Learn the basic skill of 
the world’s favorite sport in an 
environment that is geared for the 
students’ enjoyment. 
Spanish Club - Spanish Club holds 
meetings twice a month, every 
other Friday of each month.  Stu-
dents of High School foster a 
greater understanding of the 
Spanish culture and language.  
Extra Spanish credits will be given 
to those students who attend all 
the sessions and who assume    
leadership roles in the Club.  A 
wide variety of activities will be 
offered: Once a semester trip to a 
restaurant where Spanish food is 
served, Spanish movies, the cele-
bration of “El dia de los muertos” 
and our annual “Noche Latina”.  
Strings - Class includes lessons and 
performance opportunities. Inter-
ested students should be prepared 
to commit to the study of their 
instrument for   a full school year. 
Check with Ms. Sylvester for avail-
ability of   instruments. 
Rugby– Middle School students 
learn the skills and rules of this 
tuff and exciting sport. 
Scuba Diving– Learn to dive with 
top instructors and become certi-
fied. Please contact Ashmir Ali or 
Linda Lankenau (633 4777 ext 
236) for more information. 
Table Tennis- Learn the skills of 
this fast-paced and exciting game. 
Tap - create exciting rhythms and 
routines with your feet to show 
tunes, movie themes, blues and 
jazz. Tap shoes will need to be 
purchased at time of registration 
$350.00TT. 
Track and Field – Students from 
grades 5-12 can benefit from 
learning how to sprint, run middle 
or long distance, throw different 
equipment and jump in a fun, con-
trolled setting.  
Volleyball- Elementary boys and 
girls will learn and practice skills 
and be informed about the rules of 
the game.  
Water Polo– Learn the rules and 
enjoy this wonderful activity. 
Great for fitness and fun. Stu-
dents will be   transported to Mar-
lins Swim Club by maxi, accompa-
nied by an ISPS staff member. 
Maxi Leaves ISPS at 2:30.  Par-
ents must pick up kids at the pool 
at 4:00. 

Arts and Craft– ES students are 
given the opportunity to express 
themselves creatively in a variety of 
artistic ways. 

Badminton– Middle and High School 
students learn the skills of this very 
fast paced game. 

Basketball-Elementary school boys 
and girls will learn practice skills and 
rules of the game. 

Chess – Students learn skills and 
play matches with each other and in 
local competitions. 

Dance Group - Learn Modern/Jazz 
routines, Sequence dancing and 
more. The Group will prepare rou-
tines for various ISPS events and 
any relevant external competitions.  

Drama – All age level of students will 
have fun while developing expressive 
and creative skills via role-playing, 
script writing, and learning acting 
techniques. 

Gymnastics – Students learn the 
basics of tumbling and non-apparatus 
gymnastics. LL students will be reg-
istered with the National Associa-
tion ($50.00)  

Karate – Students learn the basics 
of Shotokan Karate and have the 
opportunity to grade (move up in 
rank) every three months and par-
ticipate in community tournaments. 

Modern Dance – Learn the move-
ments of the modern dance world. 
Create routines for your own enjoy-
ment and for performance. 

Steel Pan– Learn the Musical instru-
ment of Trinidad and Tobago with 
qualified instructors. Only 15 stu-
dents will be in the class. 

ISPS Pan Ensemble- Intermediate 
Level. (No more than 20 players) 

This is a performance group. 

Must be able to read music and play 
the instrument. 
Auditions will be held on 1st 
Wednesday of term. 
Must be able to commit for at least 
ONE YEAR  

ISPS Chorale: This is a performance 
group. 
Must be able to sing and read basic 
music rhythms. 
Auditions will be held on 1st 
Wednesday of term. 
Must be able to commit for at least 
ONE YEAR  

 



Dates to note:  

September 5th : Session 1 Starts 

No ASA:   October 26th, 27th, 28th  

                 November 24th, 25th 

December 2nd: Session 1 Ends 
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Activities Offered 

ACTIVITY GRADE DAY/S PLACE TIME FEE 

Arts and Craft  1-2, 3-5 Monday Room 241 2:30-3:30 $450 

Elementary Basketball  K-2, 3-5 Monday Gym 2:30-3:30 $350 

Scuba Diving OW  6-12 Monday Class 236 2:30-3:30 $3400. 

MS Girls Soccer  6-8 Monday Spanish Court 2:30-4:30 $350 

Karate All White Belts 

All Other Belts 

Monday/Wednesday 

 

Café  2:15-3:10 

3:00-4:15 

$650 

$650 

MS Basketball  6-8 Tuesday Gym 2:30-3:30 $350 

MS Badminton  6-8 Tuesday Gym 2:30-3:30 $350 

Chess 1-3, 4-6, 8-12 Tuesday PE Classroom 2:30-3:30 $350 

Soccer 1-2,  3-5 Tuesday Spanish Court 2:15-3:30 $350  

Table Tennis 5-8, 9-12 Tuesday Gym 2:15- 3:30 $350 

ES Volleyball 1-3, 4-5 Wednesday Gym 2:30-3:30 $350 

Track and Field 6-8, 9-12 Wednesday Spanish Court 2:30-3:30 $350 

ES Cricket K-2, 3-5 Wednesday Gym 2:30-3:30 $350 

Scuba Club Advanced Advanced Classes Wednesday Class 236 2:30-3:30 $3000. 

ISPS Pan Ensemble  Intermediate Level Wednesday Pan Room 2:30-3:30 $350 

ISPS Chorale Performance Level Wednesday Room 139 2:30-3:30 $350 

MS/HS Cricket 6-8, 9-12 Thursday Spanish Court 2:30-3:30 $350 

MS Boys Soccer 6-8 Thursday Spanish Court 2:30-3:30 $350 

Drama 1-2, 3-5 Thursday Drama Room  2:15- 3:30 $350 

MS Spanish Club 5-8 Thursday Room 230 2:30-3:15 NC 

Gymnastics PK-2, 3-5, 6-8 Thursday Gym 2:30-3:30 $400 

Pan (Beginners) 1-3, 4-6, 8-12 Thursday Room 136 2:30-3:30 $400 

ISPS String Ensemble  Intermediate Level Thursday Room 139 2:30-3:30 $350 

Modern Dance 1-2, 3-5 Friday Dance Room 3:00-3:45 $350 

Tap Dance 1-2, 3-5 Friday Dance Room 2:15-3:00 $350 

Dance Group 6-8, 9-12 Friday Dance Room 3:45-5:15 $350 

Spanish Club 9-12 Every other Friday twice a 

month 

Room 220 2:25-3:30 NC 

Cross Country Club 6-8, 9-12 Monday/Wednesday /Fri Gym 6:00-7:00am NC 
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August 2011   

- Emancipation Day (National Holiday) 

 - Staff returns to work 
19 - Orientation (New Students) 
22 - SCHOOL OPENS 
30 - Eid-ul-Fitr (National Holiday) 

- Independence Day (National Holiday) 
 

September 2011   

- Republic Day (National Holiday) 
 

October 2011    
17-21 - International Week 
22 - International Food Festival 

 - Divali (National Holiday) 
27-28 - School Break 
 

November 2011   
9-13 - CAISSA Volleyball 
24-25 - PD Days (No School: Students) 

 

December 2011    
15 - Last day of school: Early dismissal @ 11:30am 
16 - Start Christmas Break 

- Christmas Day (National Holiday) 

- Boxing Day (National Holiday) 

- Public Holiday 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2012    

- New Year’s Day (National Holiday) 

- Public Holiday 

- SCHOOL RESUMES 

February 2012    

- School Carnival Parade (Early Dismissal) 
20-21 - National Carnival (No School) 

 - Ash Wednesday  (No School) 
29-4 March    CAISSA Boys’ Basketball/Girls’ Soccer (Santo 
Domingo) 
 

March 2012   
12 - PD Day (No School: Students) 

 - Shouter Baptist Day (National Holiday) 

 

April 2012    
2 - Easter Break 
6 - Good Friday (National Holiday) 
8 - Easter Sunday (National Holiday) 

 - Easter Monday (National Holiday) 
16 - SCHOOL RESUMES 
 

May 2012    
18-22 - Boys’ Soccer/Girls’ Basketball (Venezuela) 
30 - Indian Arrival Day (National Holiday) 
 

June 2012    

 - Corpus Christi (National Holiday) 
19 - Labour Day (National Holiday) 
22 - LAST DAY OF SCHOOL & GRADUATION 
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August 2011  (6) 
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November 2011  (20) 
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December 2011  (11) 
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17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
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 Session 1:  

Monday 27th June 2011 ð Friday 1st July 2011 

Session 2:  

Monday 4th July 2011 ð Friday 8th July 2011 

Session 3:  

Monday 11th July 2011 ð Friday 15th July 2011 

Time: 9:00 am ð 2:30 pm (Summer Camp Hours) 

Time: 9:00 am ð 11:30 pm (Summer School Hours) 

 Summer Camp 2011 

Check out the website: www.isps.edu.tt  

Click on School Life  

then click on  

Summer Camp ! 

Forms at the front office  
Feature Camp Activities  

Video Production, Digital Music Production, Digital 
Photography, Robotics, Sports, Friday Field Trips 

We have almost sold all the yearbooks!  

 

 

Get yours today at the Front Desk with  Ms. Hazel or in Rm. 234 with Ms. Cowley.  

ONLY 150TT FOR 176 PAGES OF ISPS MEMORIES 
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 

 

 

 

The ISPS Library and the Summer Holiday 

  

The ISPS library will be open twice a week, on Mondays and Wednesdays from 10:00  am to 

2:00 pm, in the summer holiday.  Summer library hours begin on July 1.    

Dates for your Diary: 

June 19 Labour Day (National Holiday) 

          20 National Holiday 

          23 Corpus Christi (National Holiday) 

          27 Summer Camp begins 
 

New School Year 2011-2012 

August  1 Emancipation Day  
   (National Holiday) 
 15 Staff returns to work 
 19 New Student Orientation 
 22 SCHOOL OPENS 
 30 Eid-ul-Fitr (National Holiday: TBC) 
 31 Independence Day (National Holiday) 


