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Dates for your Diary:  

Aug. 31 Independence Day 

(National Holiday) 

 

Sept.  2 MS Orientation: 7:45 

am, Cafeteria 

           6 ASA Session 1 Starts 

           7 HS Orientation 

           8 MS Curriculum Night 

        6-9 ES MAP Testing 

    13-24 MS/HS MAP Testing 

         10 Eid-ul-Fitr (National 

Holiday) 

         14 ES Curriculum Night 

         16 Open House/

Curriculum Night 

         24 Republic Day (National 

Holiday) 

Dear Parents, 

The 2010-11 school year is off to a smooth start. It is wonderful to see returning 

students and parents, as well as to welcome many new families to our school community. 

Current enrolment stands at about 430 students and we have fourteen new faculty members. 

We are looking forward to a great school year and are pleased that you are part of our com-

munity. 

 Our Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) met on Wednesday. It is wonderful to have 

many returning officers on the PTO Board and we look forward to providing ample opportu-

nities for parents to be involved at ISPS and to enrich the educational experience provided 

to our students. The first activities of the PTO are Welcome Coffee Mornings. These are 

hosted in parentsô homes and are arranged by grade level. The Welcome Coffees provide 

you an opportunity to learn more about the PTO and to meet parents of students in your 

childôs grade. Look for the schedule of meetings later in this newsletter. A BIG THANKS to 

the many parents who are hosting the Coffee Mornings this academic year. 

 There will be a middle school new parent orientation meeting on Thursday, Septem-

ber 2nd at 7:45 in the cafeteria. At the meeting, new parents to the school will learn more 

about the philosophy and workings of our middle school. An orientation for new parents of 

high school students will take place on September 7th.We hope many parents will attend 

these sessions to learn more about their childrenôs education. 

 Our After School Activities (ASA) program will begin on September 6th.  In total, 

thirty different activities are being offered and there is a sign up sheet available at the front 

desk. The ASA program provides students an opportunity for after school enrichment in 

activities ranging from arts and crafts to scuba diving. The first session runs for 12 weeks 

and there is a modest charge for activities to cover costs. 

 A hearty CONGRATULATIONS to Rory-Stefan Affoon, a twelfth grader at ISPS 

who recently represented Trinidad and Tobago at The Goodwill Swim Meet in Suriname. 

Rory won five medals overall: individual gold in the 100m freestyle, and silver medals in 

the 200m medley, 200m freestyle, as well as 4 by 50 and 4 by 100m freestyle relays. Way to 

go, Rory- we are proud of your accomplishment! 

 Tuesday, August 31st is a national holiday and there is no school on this day. 

Congratulations to the citizens of Trinidad and Tobago on the celebration of 48 years of 

independence! 

 

        Eric Larson 

In honour of Independence Day, all students and faculty are requested to dress in 
the national colours (red, black, white) of Trinidad and Tobago, on                   

Monday 30th August, 2010 

Vision 

A collaborative community creating a vibrant 

environment that enriches character, while inspir-

ing a passion for learning and personal excellence. 

Mission 

ISPS develops independent learners who strive for 

academic excellence, pursue their unique potential 

and meet challenges with confidence and integrity 

as they prepare for global citizenship. 
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Hello Everyone,     

   

Welcome to all new families and welcome back to everyone 

else! 

 

I have noticed some students with heavy backpacks.  While 

this is unavoidable sometimes, this can lead to pain and in-

jury if the backpack is not worn properly. 

 

The American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons has made 

some suggestions to avoid the improper use of a backpack: 

 

Wear both shoulder straps 

Make sure both straps are tight 

Donôt overload the backpack 

Keep it well organized 

Take out items you donôt need 

Work on strengthening back muscles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we will be focusing on maintaining a healthy 

weight. Fortunately weight is not a big problem at this 

school, we would like to keep it that way. 

 

Best wishes for a safe and healthy school year. 

 

 

 

   Vanda Gomes R.N. R.M. 

   School Nurse 

 

 

 

The PTO has negotiated a 25% discount for the parents and 

students of ISPS at Stationery Plus at Westmall and         

Ellerslie Plaza for the period August 19 to September 03, 

2010.  Grade lists have been left at the stores and the dis-

count is limited to those items on the list. 

 

The discount is not retroactive. 

 

DISCOUNT  DISCOUNT  DISCOUNT 

DISCOUNT  DISCOUNT  DISCOUNT 



Page  3 ISPS Weekly Newsletter 

Volume 17, Issue 1: Friday 27th August, 2010 

 

On behalf of the P.E. teachers and coaches, I would like 

to welcome all returning and new athletes and their 

families. Congratulations to all those who participated in 

camps. I hope that your newly acquired or improved 

skills will be an asset to ISPS. 

 

I would like to thank our coaches for their efforts last 

year and wish them all the best for the new school year. 

 

This year promises to be packed with activities and ex-

citement. Coaches have already met with athletes and 

distributed Consent/Emergency forms, training sched-

ules, and guidelines for participation in athletics.  

  

CAISSA  

ISPS together with three other international schools in 

the Southern Caribbean region are members of the Car-

ibbean Area International Schools Sports Association 

(CAISSA).  Other Schools involved are the Carol Mor-

gan School (Dominican Republic), Escuela Campo Ale-

gre (Venezuela) and Academia Cotopaxi (Ecuador). 

 

There are three CAISSA seasons: Season I: Boys and 

Girls Volleyball (First week in November), Season II:  

Boys Basketball and Girls Soccer (Last week of Febru-

ary- First Week of March), and Season III: Boys Soccer 

and Girls Basketball (Last week of May). 

 

Our volleyball teams will begin preparations for the 

CAISSA Volleyball tournament in the Dominican Re-

public, hosted by the Carol Morgan School, which takes 

place from the 10th to 14th November 2010. ISPS girls 

and boys teams will be trying to regain pride after fin-

ishing in third place in both categories last year. 

 

CAISSA DATES: 

CAISSA Volleyball is in the Dominican Republic from 

November 10th to 14th  

**CAISSA boys Basketball and Girls Soccer is in Trini-

dad from February 23rd to 27th 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CAISSA boys Soccer and Girls Basketball is in Ecuador 

from May 20th to 24th  

 

Only students from Grade 8 to 12 will be considered for 

CAISSA Teams 

 

Rugby 

Our rugby players will also be in the spotlight as they 

participate in the annual schoolsô competition. The Cai-

mans under 17 won the National Schools League title 

last year and will be trying for two straight, but they 

know that the other schools are focused on dethroning 

the Caimans. 

 

Congratulations to: 

Ryan Thomas, who was selected for the National 

Junior Volleyball team and participated in a tourna-

ment in Canada. 

James Drew and Robert Boocock, who were se-

lected on the National Golf Team and Participated in 

the Caribbean Junior Championships. 

Rory-Stefan Affoon who swam on The Trinidad and 

Tobago National Swim Team at the Goodwill Meet 

in Suriname (they placed 2nd).  Rory did his best 

times at the Meet and won 5 medals overall. . 

 

After School Activities: 

The After School Activities program will begin on Mon-

day 6st September and end on Friday 26th November 

2010. Students are urged to register early to facilitate an 

effective program. Please read the registration form 

carefully and take note of all the important dates. 

 

Caiman Sports Clubs: 

Students, staff members, parents and persons in the 

community are invited to join our sports clubs. From 

next week Basketball, Volleyball, and Soccer clubs will 

be active (Monday 30th August).  

Caiman Athletic 

News  
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Club Schedules: 

 

 

 
 

Training Schedules for team sports: 

*All students in Middle and High school are encouraged to participate in training sessions* 

 

The ISPS CAIMAN Coaching team is made up of the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact Ashmir Ali - 620 6866 or aali@isps.edu.tt. 

 

Ashmir Ali, Athletic Director 

 

ñA Healthy Body is A Healthy Mind.ò 

Caiman Athletic News  

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs Fri.  Sat. Sun. 

Volleyball 

5:30-7:30pm 

Basketball 

6:30-9:00pm 

Volleyball 

5:30-7:30pm 

 Soccer 

5:30-

7:30pm 

Basketball 

10:00am -

1:00pm 

  

Basketball 

10:00am - 

1:00pm 

  

Date Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  

30/08/10 

to 

03/09/10 

Basketball Boys and 

Girls 

2:30pm-4:30 pm 

 Basketball Boys and 

Girls 

2:30pm-4:30 pm 

 Basketball Boys and 

Girls 

2:30pm-4:30 pm 

30/08/10 

to 

03/09/10 

 Volleyball Boys 

and Girls 

2:30pm-4:30 pm 

Volleyball Boys 

2:30pm-4:30 pm 

Volleyball Boys 

and Girls 

2:30pm-4:30 pm 

Volleyball Boys 

2:30pm-4:30 pm 

30/08/10 

to 

10/12/10 

Rugby 

2:30-3:30pm 

  Rugby 

2:30-3:30pm 

 

06/09/10 

to 

15/11/10 

Basketball Boys and 

Girls 

3:30pm-5:30 pm 

 Basketball Boys and 

Girls 

3:30pm-5:30 pm 

 Basketball Boys and 

Girls 

3:30pm-5:30 pm 

   Volleyball Boys 

and Girls 

3:30pm-5:30 pm 

Volleyball Boys 

3:30pm-5:30 pm 

Volleyball Boys 

and Girls 

3:30pm-5:30 pm 

Volleyball Boys 

3:30pm-5:30 pm 

David Camacho 782 9357 Boys Volleyball 

Daryl Davis 725 1485 Girls Volleyball  

Vanessa Chaplin Ext. 233 Girls Volleyball  

Junior Arismandez 760 1278 Rugby 

Albert Sprott  633 4777 ext 135 Basketball 

Ricardo Lue Shue 633 4777 ext 135 Basketball, Gymnastics             

Teleshia Joseph 633 4777 ext 135 Soccer 

Karl Brown  325 7658 Soccer 

Shelly Jurawan 633 4777 ext 118 Cheerleading 

Andrew Francis 633 4777 ext 135 Soccer, Water Polo, Swimming         
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Elementary Notes    
August 27, 2010 Volume 8 

Dear Parents, 

We got off to a pleasant start to the new year and we know 

that good beginnings are important for you and your child. 

The first day began with getting to know your surroundings, 

teachers and peers. Several classes used icebreakers to start 

the morning while other classes enjoyed learning about the 

exciting activities that took place over the summer vacation. 

Communication is important to us and we want to bridge 

the gap between the home and school . Hence, Friday Folders 

are sent home weekly with information to keep you abreast of 

what is happening in the school. Also, weekly class work is 

sent home to keep you abreast of what is taught. Please make 

sure that you read and discuss all information that is sent 

home with your child. Our general newsletter is sent home via 

e-mail every Friday. This newsletter gives you information 

about activities in varied departments as well as events and 

activities that take place throughout the school. Elementary 

Notes newsletter is sent out every other Friday. Please make 

sure that you check the calendar section of both newsletters. 

If you have any questions or concerns do not hesitate to 

contact your childôs teacher. Also, you can contact teachers 

via e-mail by using their first initial and last name. For exam-

ple, Suzette Julien- sjulien@isps.edu.tt.  

Your childôs education is important to us and we would like 

you to know our plans for this year. Curriculum Night will be 

held on Tuesday, September 14th, from 5:30p.m. to 7:30p.m. 

Parents will meet specialists and class teachers. You will re-

ceive more information in the next newsletter. 

We look forward to meeting you! 

We wish the nation a Happy 48th Anniversary of Independ-

ence. 

Regards, 

Suzette Julien, Principal 

Student Transportation 

Parents please be advised that  you must notify the school if your 

child is being collected by someone other than you. We will not al-

low your child to leave the school unless we can contact you and 

confirm the pick up arrangement. If your child takes a bus home 

we need to be informed which bus he/she is assigned to. For ex-

ample, BP, Mr. Jeffries etc. 

Pre-kindergarten and Kindergarten students are dismissed at 2 p.m. 

and can be collected from the Green Courtyard. Please make sure 

that if you are parking on campus that you collect your child as soon 

as possible and clear the area so that other parents can utilize the 

parking spots. Our guards are always available to assist. 

Class Room 

Teachers  

 

 

Pre-Kindergartenï Ms. Jurawan/Ms 

Tagliaferri/Ms. Agostini 

Kindergarten- Ms. Khan/Ms. Belle-

mare/Ms. Bowen 

Grade 1ðMs. Denoon/Ms.Deva 

Grade 1ðMs. Sultan-Khan 

Grade 2ðMs. Ghany/Ms. Bowen 

Grade 2ðMs. Johnson 

Grade 3ðMs. Parkes 

Grade 3ðMs. A. Johnson 

Grade 4ð Ms. Wiltshire 

Grade 4ðMs. Khan-Joseph 

Grade 5ðMs. Shahien/PYP Coordi-

nator/Ms. Lewis 

Grade 5ðMr. Scheer 

 

 

 

 

 

Specialists 

Student Services Coordinatorï Ms. 

Freeman/ Ms. Cowley 

ESOLðMs. Larson 

PreK-5ðMs. Pam Hyndman 

Music PreK-5ðMs. Sylvester,  

Ms. Ledgerwood & Ms. Carter 

Art PreK-5ðMs. Kerri Daniels/ 

Ms. Bally 

P.E. PreK-5ðMs. Joseph &  

Mr. Lue Shue 

Spanish K-5ðMs. Moonsammy & 

Ms. Mora 

Media PreK-5ðMr. Rota & 

Mr. Rodney 

LibrarianðMs. Jacob & 

Ms. Cassiram 

NurseðMs. Vanda Gomes 

CafeteriaðMs. Prime 

CALENDAR  

August 31 Independence Holiday 

September 6 

 

 

After School Activities 

Measurement for Academic 

Progress (MAP Testing K-

5) 

September 10 Eid-Ul-Fitr 

September 14 Curriculum Night 

House T-Shirts 

are to be worn on       

Fridays.   

House T-Shirts can be 

purchased for TT$40 

for children sizes and 

TT$50 for adults, from 

the P.E. Department. 

In Spanish class 

we played a 

game called 

Ψpasando el men-

ǎŀƧŜΩ (pass on the 

message). 

Students do 

warm up 

exercises in  

P.E. class 

We 

learned 

to draw 

a butter-

fly in Art 

class. 
In I.T. we learned to use the 

computers. 
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  Student Handbook: Handbooks will be distributed at Cur-

riculum Night on Sept. 14th. Please read the student hand-

book with your child. All students should be aware of the 

uniform guidelines. Students must wear solid black shoes/

sneakers (no other colour must be on the shoe or sneaker). 

Drop off and Pick up: 

Please drop-off your child by 7:25 a.m. The bell rings at 7:30a.m. 

Teachers are on duty from 7:15ð7:30a.m. on the Green Court. We 

understand that many of our PreK and Kindergarten students are 

adjusting to leaving parents behind and spending the day with us; 
however, we would like all parents to drop off their children in the 

Green Court and the teachers on duty will direct your children to 

the classroom. It is not necessary to walk  students to the class-

room, because we want your child to settle into the routines of the 

school day as soon as possible. 

 

Afternoon pick-up starts at 2:00p.m. for Pre-K and Kindergarten-

ers and 2:10p.m. for Grade One. All other students are dismissed at 
2:15p.m. Please adhere to the parking rules on campus. Mr. 

Ralph, our head of security, can assist you with any concerns or 

questions. 

Cafeteria: 

The cafeteria provides balanced meals for your child. Please 

discuss the menu with your child and ensure that he/she is 

eating a balanced meal for lunch. Many of our students do 

not eat their lunches and they tend to throw away their lunch. 

If we notice that your child is not eating his/her lunch, we 

will contact you. If your child does not want the daily lunch 

that is provided, please send a sandwich with your child. 

Also, please check your cafeteria account so that you are 

aware of how much money your child is spending. If the ac-

count falls below $100 you should contact Irene Akien in the 

business office. If for some reason your child does not have 

any money on the account, you will be asked to come to the 

school to add funds to the account. 

Homework Pod: 
 

Homework Pod begins September 6th and is held in the sci-

ence lab (Room 111). 

Students can go to the homework pod on Mondays, Wednes-

days and Thursdays from 2:15p.m. to 3:00 p.m. There is no 

tutoring during that time, but teachers assist students if they 

are having difficulty understanding what is expected in the 

assigned homework. 

Spanish Club: Any student in grades 2-5 who is interested in 

joining the club on Thursdays from 2:30 to 3:00p.m. can contact 

Ms. Mora in room 235 or mmoras@isps.edu.tt. We will need at 

least five students in order to start the classes next month. 

We would like to start other cultural clubs, but we need parent vol-

unteers. If you are interested in starting a club, please contact Ms. 

Julien at 632-4591 ext. 123. These clubs can help encourage stu-

dents to maintain their mother tongue. 

Primary Years Programme (PYP) CORNER 

PYP Words of the Month: Caring and Cooperation 

Each month attitudes and learner profiles are highlighted in all classes throughout the elementary school.  At Town Meetings on Fri-

days we celebrate any attitudes that are displayed.  As parents, you can reinforce both the attitudes and learner profiles at home. 

After -School Activities (ASA):  You will receive information on ASA from Mr. Ali. It is important that all our 

students participate in activities during the week.  If your child is not attending any activities at ISPS, he or she 

must be picked up at dismissal time. All forms for ASA are at the Front Desk.  ASA begins September 6th.  

Early Morning Programs:  

Reading Intervention for Student Success (RISS) and Math Intervention for Student Success (MISS) are programs for students who 

have difficulty in math and reading. Classroom teachers work with students from Monday to Thursday from 7:15ð7:30 a.m. Class-

room teachers will notify you if your child needs to attend the program. Both RISS/MISS will begin on September 27th. 

Parent Appointments: Please make appointments with teachers if 

you need to discuss your childôs program. If you need to drop off 

items for your child, Ms. Hazel, at the Front desk will make sure 

that your child receives the item. Also, you can e-mail your teach-

ers using their first initial and last name  ñ@isps.edu.tt.ò For exam-

ple: Suzette Julien, ñsjulien@isps.edu.ttò 

Noticeé 

If parents tell you that they did not receive the newsletter, please tell them to                       

contact the Admissions office.  


